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Because He Wept 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


IS tears were for the hopeless sons 
of Adam 
In stony-walled Jerusalems of earth: 
“Weep not for me,” He said, “but for 
your children, 
And for the hour that brought them 


to their birth.” 
His tears were for the sheep without a 
Shepherd 
That blindly spurned His arms 


stretched out in love: 
“You will not come,” He said, “for life 


eternal— 
You will not choose the Bread I tell 
you of.” 
O blessed tears that flowed for His be- 
loved! 
O holy prayers that reached the Heav- 
enly Throne! 
Because He wept for us within the Gar- 
den, 
Because He paid the price for sin 
alone, 
Can we not trust and wait the promised 
Day 
When He shall wipe our little tears 
away? 
x 
The Camels’ Message 


Burdened Christians—and who are 
oer to pray more than once a 
y. 


In The Soul-Winner, quarterly 


magazine of the “One by One” Band, 


England (July-Sept. issue), is a good 
illustration of this from real life. It is 
by Archdeacon W. P. Hares, BA., 


M.B.E., formerly of the Church of Eng- 
land mission in Pakistan, but now re- 
tired. Basing his message on Psalm 
55:17 (“Evening, and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and 
he shall hear my voice”), he writes: 
“In Gojra, Pakistan, strings of camels, 
laden with heavy loads of wheat and 
other grain, frequently passed by my 
house. I learned a lesson from those 
camels, which I would like to pass on 
to you. (1) The camel kneels in the 
early morning to have the load put on. 
We all have our difficulties, as the 
writer of Psalm 55 had. Those difficul- 
ties are burdens which have to be 
borne. Some of them are very heavy 
ones; some are our own personal diffi- 
culties, our own burdens. They may 
also be other persons’ burdens, which 
we are called upon to bear. (You will 
remember St. Paul’s exhortation: ‘Bear 
ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ.’ Gal. 6:2.) Start the 
day aright, like the camel, on your 
knees, in prayer, accepting from the 
Lord whatever burden He may ask you 
to bear. (2) The camel stops at mid- 


x 


day, and kneels again; this time to be 
fed, and to have his load adjusted. 
Carrying your own burden (and pos- 
sibly someone else’s), you will need a 
break. You will need some spiritual 


_refreshment, and the load may need 


some readjustment. Get the refresh- 
ment and the readjustment, not neces- 
sarily by kneeling down; but by having 
a few moments’ converse with your 


Lord. (It will make a tremendous 
difference.) (3). Then the evening 
comes; the camel is very tired, the 


burden has been very heavy, the camel 
kneels, and its master takes the load 
off. (At ‘evening .. . will I pray,’ wrote 
the Psalmist.) Kneel, like the camel; 
and like the Psalmist, pray, and He will 
hear your voice. ‘Cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he shall sustain thee.’ 
That has been the experience of an un- 
countable number of the Lord’s serv- 
ants; and it should be yours.” A 
further enlightening word on burdens 
comes from Psalm 81:7 in the Episcopal 
Psalter: “I eased his shoulder from the 
burden, and his hands were delivered 
from making the pots.” 


Used by permission of the General Secre- 
taries of the “One by One” Band: Lt.-Comdr. 
and Mrs. J. O. Elliot, “The Brook,” Lower 
Howsell, Malvern Link, Malvern, Worcs., Eng. 
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XVII. Love Grows Through Serving 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


at the same time a certain stimulat- 

ing, influence in the fact that, as 
a rule, love is not an outgrowth of 
gratitude; that love does not commonly 
have its beginning or its larger progress 
in a recognition of benefits received; 
but rather it is a result—all unthought 
of, it may be—of service rendered, of 
sacrifice made, or of suffering endured. 
This truth is not always recognized; but 


4 her is a certain depressing, and 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“When thou goest out to battle 
against thine enemies ... be not 
afraid of them: for the Lord thy 
God is with thee” (Deut. 20:1). 














it is none the less a truth for all that. 

“Love begets love,” we say, but the 
progeny of love multiplies more rapidly 
and more surely in the loving one than 
in the one loved; and both the germ 
and the growth of the truest love are 
in the fact and in the possibility of do- 
ing or of enduring for another, rather 
than in the fact or in the possibility of 
receiving from another. A parent is 
surer to love a child than a child is to 
love a parent, and parental love is 
stronger and more enduring than filial 
love; for not every child has done and 
endured for his parents, while every 
parent has made some surrender of self 
for his child. A mother’s love is truer, 
tenderer, more abiding, than a father’s 
love, not because of her superior nature, 
but because of her greater service. She 
has done and has endured for her child 
as no father is called or is privileged to 
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do and to endure; and her love has 
welled up, and has overflowed, and has 
on-flowed, from the very depths of her 
innermost and holiest being accordingly. 

And as it is in human love, so it is in 
the divine. No child of God can so 
love God as God loves His child. “Here- 
in is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 
4:10). Nor would it be possible for us 
so to love God as He loves us, unless it 
were possible that we had done as much 
for God as God has done for us; for love 
comes and grows through serving, not 
through being served. 

It is depressing, it is in a sense dis- 
heartening, to realize that we can 
hardly hope for the largest measure of 
love from those for whom we do most; 
from those whom—because of our very 
doing for them—we are enabled to love 
most dearly. It is a sad thought, it is a 
painful thought, that while our own 
love increases through our very loving 
and serving, the love of our loved ones 
cannot grow correspondingly except 
through a correspondence of loving serv- 
ice on their part in our behalf; that, in 
fact, their love for us must depend on 
and must be measured by what they do 
for us, not by what we do for them. 
Yet this is the law of our very nature 
in every sphere of being and doing. 

The national flag is the symbol and 
the synonym of the country it repre- 
sents. The country is a source of bless- 
ing to every citizen under its. govern- 
ment and its protection. To every citi- 
zen the national flag is a suggestion of 
benefits received, amd ought to be a 
means of quickening gratitude and of 
promoting love; but what citizen so 
loves his country, or sees so much to 
rejoice over in the flag of his country, 
as the citizen-soldier who has served 
his country by daring and doing and 
suffering for his country’s flag? When 
the old weather-beaten and  bullet- 
pierced national flags, which have borne 
the brunt of many battles, are displayed 
in our city streets on some memorial 
occasion, no hearts are moved by their 
sight in loving devotedness like the 
hearts of those veteran soldiers who 
followed those flags in the hour of dan- 
ger, who lived for them, and who were 
ready to die for them; for in the love of 
country, as in every other love, love 
grows by serving, rather than by being 
served. 

And, after all, there is both stimulus 
and comfort in the thought that love 
gains through serving, even though it 
is not to be won by service. The real 
blessing of love is the blessing of loving, 
rather than of being loved. In this 
sphere, as in every other, “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” There- 
fore, in all our loving, our thought 
should be, not what we can gain, but 
what we can give; not what we are to 
win, but what we are privileged to 
surrender or to endure. What a joy 
this adds to every privation and to 
every toil and trial for a loved one, in 
evidence of our loving! 


Christina Rossetti tells of an English- 
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man sojourning in the East, who by 
accident broke a valuable household 
treasure in the home of his entertainer. 
To cheer him in his depression, his host 
said gracefully, “In a stranger the de- 
struction of so costly an article might 
cause displeasure; but in a friend, every 
action has a charm.” In comment on 
this apothegm of friendship—and true 
friendship is the highest and purest 
love—the poet-narrator says: “One 
friend I once possessed who would, I 
think, on occasion, have been capable 
of such graciousness. But why, if so it 
be, have I known one such only? and 
why am I, alas! not myself the second?” 
And this standard of loving is the true 
ideal for us all. The more we can do 
for a friend, and the more we can sur- 
render to a friend, the more we shall 
love a friend. Hence there is a gain to 
ourselves in all our sacrifices and suffer- 
ings for a friend; and a call to suffer 
and to sacrifice in friendship is a call 
to gain and to grow in friendship. 

For this same reason it is that one 
who is loved and served by another 
can both show love and gain in love 
by consenting to be loved and served 
by that loving one. Every loving par- 
ent can testify that he cares more for 
the privilege of loving his child than 
for any actual return of love which he 
may receive from that child. And all 
of us know that at times it is a severe 
test of our love, when we are called to 
accept gifts, or to accept service, from 
one who loves us, and for whom we 
can do nothing, beyond this passive 
self-sacrifice. 


And here is love’s triumph and love’s 
reward—in every sphere. Love is the 
gainer by what it does rather than by 
what it wins, by what it gives rather 
than by what it receives, by what it 
surrenders rather than by what it ob- 
tains. We grow in love for our children 
by our sacrifices in their behalf. If 
they ever approach our love for them 
in their love for us, it will’ be through 
what they are led to do for us, -rather 
than through what we are led to do for 
them. But whether they love us or 
not, our love for them can keep on 
growing just as long as we keep on 
serving. So in our truest friendships, 
the more we do and the more we yield, 
the more we shall love. And it may 
be that our highest service in behalf of 
a friend will be by our self-denying 
consent to receive his love and his serv- 
ice without any equivalent return. In 
such a case, we shall gain in love-power 
through our passive serving as truly as 
if our service were active; for the love- 
promoting element of service is self- 
surrender for another’s sake; and that 
element is found in doing actively or 
in yielding passively—at the prompting 
of love. 

Nor is love that finds its chiefest joy 
and its chiefest reward in loving serv- 
ice more likely than a craving love to 
be an unrequited love. No father or 
mother is surer to be loved by his or 
her child, than the parent who thinks 
only of loving and of serving as a par- 
ent. No friend is surer of such a return 
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love as only the truest friendship knows, 
than the friend who asks only the priv- 
ilege of loving and serving as a friend. 

No other child of God has such rich 
experiences of the love of God as has 
the child of God whose joy is in serving 
God without a thought of any gain in 
that service beyond its own delight. 
And there is a reason for this winning 
of love through our growing in love; 
for only as we love another can we 
know another, and so be enabled to 
show that appreciative sympathy with 
the loved one which is the surest means 
of winning love in return. The order 
in nature—in human nature—is not 
first knowledge and then love, but first 
love and then knowledge. Serving pro- 
motes love, loving promotes knowledge, 
knowledge makes sympathy a possibil- 
ity; and appreciative sympathy wins 
love in return. 

“Learn that to love is the one way to know 

Or God or man: it is not love received 

That maketh man to know the inner life 
Of them that love him; his own love bestowed 

Shall do it.” 

If we would win love—the love of a 
child or the love of a friend—we must 
first know fully the one whose love we 
would win. If we would have more 
knowledge in that direction, we must 
love in that direction more heartily. 
If we would love more heartily, we 
must serve more unselfishly, and more 
and more; for love grows only through 
serving. 

(To be continued) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Material Prosperity in 
Old and New Testaments 


I just read the editorial in yours of 
August 23. I agree with it heartily, 
but not quite fully. 

It states: “Material prosperity was 
promised to Old Testament saints if 
they obeyed and walked with God 
...” I do read such promises to the 
Israelites as a nation, but not as to 
saints generally. 

I wondered if the one hundred 
men, mentioned in 1 Kings 18:13, 
would have thought, as they received 
their bread and water, that the Lord 
was slack concerning His promises. 
How about those who “wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins; 


being destitute, afflicted, tormented”? 


(Heb. 11:37, 38.) 

I realize that some verses in the 
Old Testament might be misconstrued 
along the lines of the editorial; but 
Luke 12:31 might be misconstrued as 
promising material prosperity to 
saints now. 

Please do not take this letter as 
critical of the Tres. I enjoy it, but 
I think a pen must have slipped in 
this case.—An Illinois attorney. 


The writer is not only a friend of the 
Times but also a personal friend of the 
Editor, who appreciates his letter. 
Some of the statements in the editorial 

(Continued on page 747) 
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- .[. A Plea for Prayer for Revival 


And some reasons why we are not seeing it 


, 


revival! I join the Psalmist who 

cried to God, “Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again: . that thy people may 
rejoice in thee?” My heart is one with 
Habakkuk who prayed, “O Lord, re- 
vive thy work in the midst of the years, 
in the midst of the years make [it] 
known; in wrath remember mercy” (3: 
2). Isaiah had the same burden on his 
heart when he besought God, “Oh that 
thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 
thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might quake at thy pres- 
ence” (64:1, A.S.V.). To some extent at 


0. FOR the flood tides of a mighty 


least, one feels the concern of the Chris-, 


tian who penned these lines: 


Revive Thy work, O Lord, 
And manifest Thy power. 

© come upon Thy church and give 
A penitential ower. 


Revive Thy work, O Lord, 
And make Thy servant bold; 
Convict of sin and work once more, 
As in the days of old. 
It scarcely seems necessary to point 
out the need for a true, sin-blasting, 
Holy Spirit revival. Lawlessness is 


‘flagrantly brazen in the world. Pressure 


spots in Europe, Hong Kong, and the 
Middle East forbode far-reaching gloom. 
Many of our churches are dead, spirit- 
ually speaking, because of the devas- 
tating inroads of materialism and Bar- 
thianism. Not only that, but I am 
forced to say that a form of creeping 
paralysis is overtaking many true, 
evangelical believers. Do we need 
an old-fashioned nation-wide revival? 
Heaven and earth answer Yes. Would 
to God that our Lord might set in 
motion spiritual currents that would 
electrify the world! 

From an unexpected source came this 
sentence spoken by a minister recently, 
“The prospect before the churches is 
gloomy unless a religious reviving, some 
spiritual-outburst, finding its center 
in Christ, appears.” To this we give our 
hearty endorsement. 


Some Hindrances 

What, then, is hindering revival? 
Why does it not come, singe there is 
such need for it? May I point out a 
few things that, it would appear, are 
keeping revival back? Now, please re- 
member the writer is- not hurling in- 
dictments at you and excluding him- 
self; we are all guilty, and may God 
help us to take all the necessary steps 
and to make all the needed adjustments. 

I believe, first, that prayerlessness 
Telative to revival is staying a great 
movement of God on our behalf. When 
last did you pray, “Oh that thou 
wouldest rend the heavens, that thou 
Wwouldest come down”? Has it not been 


too long since you heard anyone pray 
for a God-given revival? 


James said, 


“ man-child. 


By KENNETH L. MILES, M.A., Th.D. 


Just one hundred years ago there 
was a great awakening in America. 
In a chapter on it in “Old Time Re- 
vivals,” by John Shearer, M.A. 
(Pickering & Inglis, London, out of 
print), the author wrote: “But the 
greatest measure, and that which 
was pre-eminently blessed, was 
united prayer. Indeed, the Revival 
of 1858 should be known as ‘The Re- 
vival of the United Prayer Meeting,’ 
for this was not only the fount of the 
great blessing; it was throughout its 
course the chief, and almost sole, 

- instrument of the divine Spirit.” 
In his first chapter Mr. Shearer said: 
“In the course of some ten years, 
20,000 of the best of England’s race 
crossed the Atlantic, and the great 
American Commonwealth is the di- 
rect outcome of the Puritan awak- 
ening. From the days of the Pilgrim 
Fathers America has been the home 
of revival, and there the living wa- 
ters have again and again appeared 
to diffuse a world-wide blessing.” 

Mr. Miles, pastor of the Ballard 
Baptist Church, Seattle, urges upon 
all believers the need for repentance 
and prayer to the end that revival 
may come again. 








“Ye have not, because ye’ask not.” 
True revival can never be drummed 
up; it must be prayed down: 

Prayer is the natural atmosphere of 
every true revival. Read the biogra- 
phies of John Knox and William Bram- 
well. These spiritual giants would rise 
in the night hours and, wrapping their 
plaid shawls about them, would storm 
the battlements of Heaven. They 
prayed over protracted periods, with 
beads of perspiration on their foreheads. 
Alas, we are not praying like that for 
this much-needed movement of God in 
our midst. 

In Isaiah 66, verses 7 and 8, a great 
spiritual principle is enunciated. Its 
primary application is to Israel, but 
there is also a lesson here for every 
heart that yearns for revival. “Before 
she travailed, she brought forth; before 
her pain came, she was delivered of a 
Who hath heard such a 
thing? who hath seen such things? ... 
for as soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought ‘forth her ‘children.” Yes! 
Children are born subsequent to travail. 
The order is never reversed nor is there 
any royal road or short cut. By the 
same token prayer precedes spiritual 
births and revival. There is no other 
route—this is God’s way. Are we will- 
ing to recognize this order and lay 
down the price? Begin today, Christian 
friend, and pray persistently and be- 
lievingly for revival. 


I should cite as another hindrance to 
revival the fact that some saints “know 
too much.” In some circles the Chris- 
tians of today are. so complicated and 
so “grownup” that the mere mention of 
the word revival calls forth wordy ar- 
guments on dispensational and pro- 
phetic subjects. These believers tell 
us that there is no possibility of revival 


at the close of this age. Of such 
believers one might say “knowledge 
puffeth up” (1 Cor. 8:1). They glibly 


quote the inspired inquiry, “When the 
Son of man cometh shall he find faith 
on the earth?” (Luke 18:8)—as though 
that precludes all possibility of revival. 

Here is a penetrating sentence from 
the Overcomer. The editor, Mr. Max- 
well, writes: “It may sound hereti- 
cal, but I believe intensely that the 
flood of light on the deeper aspects of 
the spiritual life, the end of the age, 
and kindred subjects, has switched the 
Christian Church on to a mental and 
intellectual level that will have to be 
repented of and forsaken before she is 
once more simple enough to take God 
at His word and believe to see the flow- 
ing out of the reviving waters.” 

Fellow believers, if God stirs His peo- 
ple to pray for revival it is a sure sign 
He wants to send one. \Groups here 
and there are waiting upon the Lord 
for a great spiritual upheaval and I feel 
doubly sure that that means God is 
exercising hearts and longing to do a 
“new thing.” What cheer this thought 
provides! 


“Prove Me Now Herewith” 

It is still written, it has never been 
retracted, “Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now here- 
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it” 
(Mal. 3:10). God is still longing to 
save, His heart still agonizes over the 
wayward. Know-it-all men may say 
as they said in Haggai’s day, “The time 
is not come” (Hag. 1:2); but God is 
willing to give the revival downpour 
the moment we pay the price. Let us, 
therefore, throw out our brainy argu- 
ments and really prove God. 

What would you advance as the third 
barrier to revival? Is not the lament- 
able lack of unity among believers 
hindering God and resisting revival? 
Aloofness and prejudice are sapping 
our very life. _ Instead of welcoming 
every agency that has our objective we 
malign it. We Christians sometimes 
hate one another more intensely than 
we hate the Devil. 

I discover, to my great sorrow, that 
some groups of fundamental Christians 
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have the temerity to suppose that they 
have a monopoly on truth and that 
their leaders are the only God-ap- 
pointed men of the day. Furthermore, 
the promotion of splits and schisms is 
perhaps Satan’s master strategy in these 
days. Let us endeavor to fulfill the 
prayer of the Lord Jesus, “that they all 
may be one” (John 17:21). 

The Spirit of God came in His blessed 
fullness at Pentecost when all were 
gathered “with one accord in one place” 
(Acts 2:1). It was when Count Zin- 


lll. Under Way 
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zendorf managed to preach and pray 
out rivalry and dissension in his own 
tiny colony that the Holy Spirit was 
poured out in extraordinary revival 
blessing. My Christian friend, if your 
heart is hungry for revival, do your 
utmost to promote oneness among those 
who believe the essentials of the Scrip- 
tures, the fundamentals of the Gospel. 
Don’t be a chronic crank, an. exclusive. 
The emphasis of the New Testament is 
upon charity and co-operation. 

(To be continued) 


Jim Elliot and Pete Flemifig go by freighter to Ecuador 


This is a reprint ef Chapter XVIII in 
the new book, “Shadow of the Al- 
mighty—the Life and Testament of 
Jim Elliot,” used by kind permission 
of the publishers, Harper & Broth- 
ers, New York ($3.75). Betty dedi- 
cates the book to her little daughter, 
Valerie, in these words: “I think the 
writings of your father, whom you 
do not remember, will one day help 
you to know him in a way which 
my descriptions of him can never do. 
And I pray that as you know him, 
you will learn to love the One he 
loved, and to follow Him as 
* faithfully.” 


“I promise you,” returned Jesus, “no- 
body leaves home or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or prop- 
erty for my sake or the Gospel’s with- 
out getting back a hundred times over, 
now in this present life, homes and 
brothers and sisters, mothers and chil- 
dren and land—though not without per- 
secution—and in the next world eternal 
life.” 


66 HITE stars breaking through 
a high mist. Half moon. The 

deep burn of phosphorus running in the 
wake. Long, easy rolling and the push 
of steady wind. The Santa Juana is 
under way.” Thus began Jim’s journal 
for February 4, 1952. “We’ve just come 
from a walk on the upper deck after a 
meal served in the officer’s dining room. 
Black cod, mashed potatoes au gratin, 
fresh vegetable salad, good black coffee. 
The stateroom is quiet now as Pete be- 
gins a little typing. All the thrill of 
boyhood dreams came on me just now, 
outside watching the sky die in the sea 
on every side. I wanted to sail when 
I was in grammar school, and well re- 
member memorizing the names of the 
sails from Merriam-Webster’s ponderous 
dictionary in the library. Now I am 
actually at sea—as a passenger, of 
course, but at sea nevertheless—and 
bound for Ecuador. Strange—or is it? 
—that childish hopes should be an- 
swered in the will of God for this now. 
“We left our moorings at the Outer 
Harbor Dock, San Pedro, California, at 
2:06 P.M. today. Mom and Dad stood 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


together watching at the pier side. As 
we slipped away Psalm 60:12 came to 
mind, and I called back, ‘Through our 
God we shall do valiantly.’ They wept 
some. I do not understand how God 
has made me. I didn’t even feel like 
weeping, and don’t, even now. Joy, 
sheer joy, and thanksgiving fill and 
encompass me.” 

In his first letter to his parents writ- 
ten en route, Jim said: “I surely praised 
God for the valiant way you both took 
my going. It is true that I know very 
little about how you feel at seeing me 
leave. All I understand is that it must 
be very keen, deep, and closely linked 
with all that this life involves for you. 
I pray for you whenever you come to 
mind, asking the ‘help that is from 
God’ for you both. You are as well a 
constant source of praise for all that 
you have given of yourselves for my 
sake. The will of God is always a 
bigger thing than we bargain for, but 
we must believe that whatever it in- 
volves, it is good, acceptable, and per- 
fect. 

“Weep not for me. We abound in 
everything here. This tramp steamer 
is the best set-up I’ve .ever been in. 
We eat like horses—egg plant, zucchini, 
potatoes au gratin, fresh buttermilk, 
fresh-baked rye bread and some of the 
staples. For meats we have had ox 
heart, lamb curry, beef roast, stewed 
tripe, and, tonight, sirloin steak. It 
would be all right if I could ever get 
enough exercise to get hungry. We 
have complete liberty over the whole 
ship, and believe me, we take it. Poop 
to prow, that’s us. Our fellow passen- 
gers number seven: two married couples 
who sit all day and read novels and 
soak up sunshine, and three women. Of 
these latter, two are middle-aged mar- 
ried women who wear jeans and short 
suits, and the third is a semi-peroxided 
case who is always wishing we'd get 
shipwrecked. I’d judge she’s about 37, 
but tries desperately not to let that be 
known. In all, what I would term a 
‘hot sketch.’ 

“The crew is much better~ company, 
many of them being young men our 
age. We have met and spoken with 
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several. Everybody knows we are mis- 
sionaries, and it makes it easy to talk 


of the things of God, though we haven't’ 


been satisfied with our contacts ,yet. 

“The sheer joy of being in the will of 
God and the knowledge of His direction 
heretofore is my general experience 
now. God has been in our goingyto 
now, and if life were to end at this 
point, I feel I could say with Simeon, 
‘Now let thy servant depart in peace.’ 
Not that I feel in any way that my work 
has been done, but only that I am sat- 
isfied that God has been confirming His 
word to me The evidence is before me 
of the veracity of the Lord, and with 
Jacob I can say, ‘It is enough.’ 

“The clear weather and oncoming hu- 
midity tell us we are approaching the 
tropics. Further evidence is the wild- 
life that surrounds us out here. Today 
I saw a bird standing on what looked 
like a piece of wood, but after the man 
on the bridge pointed it out and gave 
me his glasses I discovered that it was 
a great sea turtle. While I was looking 
at that a flurry of water startled me 
right near the ship. It looked much 
like the pattern made by a star-bomb 
on the fourth of July, sending spurts 
every which way from the center. Just 
a school of flying fish, I am told. Yes- 
terday we sighted some large lance- 
nosed marlin leaping toward port, and 
a whale spuming not far off. Who said 
the sea was monotonous?” 

The journal gives further cause for 
thanksgiving: 

“Our stateroom was to have had three 
in it, but we bless God that He has 
ordered it so that we are alone. It 
would be a little awkward with an- 
other. ‘Your Father knoweth.’ Ah, 
we’ve proved that lately! When the 
Chrysler was being repaired, we needed 
a car for running around Los Angeles, 
and God gave us one. He knew. we 
needed a near-by bed the night the ship 
failed to leave. Helen and John pro- 
vided that. He knew we needed the 
extra time for equipment, and the 
Juana’s delay from January 20 until 
February 4° gave us that time. We 
needed, too, the breaking of bread 
at Glendale yesterday morning; : the 
presence of Jesus the Lord was real. 
Thanks, then, to you, Good Lord. I'm 
glad the Lord knows the way of the 
righteous. He knows the way that I 
take. 

‘Oh well it is forever, Oh well forevermore, 

My nest built in no forest of all this death- 
doomed shore. 

Then let the vain world vanish, as from the 


ship the strand, 
For qenat. Glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s 


“We are in the Gulf of Tehauntepec 
tonight,” he wrote to me on February 
9, “fairly close to shore, passing the city 
of Salina Cruz. The wind is wild. I’ve 
never -felt such blowing. Just returned 
from the flying bridge where I was able 
to do something I’ve wanted to do for 
a long time—literally lean on the wind. 
One can stand effortlessly at a fair 
degree of slant, feeling the air misshape 
the face or hearing it really whistle if 
you hold your mouth just right. The 
water is alive with spray and white- 
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caps, leaping under a full moon in a 
clear sky. We are right opposite the 
narrowest part of Mexico... . 

“This is the ideal way to travel. Ac- 
commodations are excellent and all the 
officers very friendly. The realism af- 
forded by cargo freighting, the constant 
sight of cables, derrick booms and 
winches, the close contact with the crew 
—all make for fascinating travel. This 
was our sixth day out, and time has 
passed surprisingly fast. Most of our 
day is devoted to reading Spanish, and 
speaking it with what crew members 
we are able to find willing to talk to 
gringos.” 

His next letter home was written 
from Champerico, Guatemala, dated 
February 10: 

“We are riding the hook here in the 
waters off Guatemala. There is no such 
thing as a harbor in this whole coast, 
so the loading problem takes on a little 
different aspect. We came to a halt 
opposite low-lying land, with only a 
steel-reinforced dock and a couple of 
red-faced buildings in sight. The steve- 
dores came aboard bringing a large, 
tublike barge to each side of the for- 
ward holds. They loaded into these, 
then took them to the dock to unload 
there. A slow process, but no one seems 
to be in the slightest hurry to speed it 
up. The captain and a couple of pas- 
sengers dre playing cards.” 

The journal, on the same day, adds 
this: 

“Strange that the other passengers 
get bored waiting around, and we 
hardly have enough time to get what 
we want done. Thank God for purpose 
in life. So many purposes come into 
existence when one works the will of 
God, that there is no excuse for laziness 
or wasted time. He is redeeming our 
lives, as well as our souls.” 

Another journal entry: 

February 14. “Rolling slightly in a 
strong breeze out of sight of land, but 
off Nicaragua. Tuesday afternoon we 
anchored off La Libertad, San Salvador, 
and went ashore with four other pas- 
Sengers. Hired a station wagon to take 
us all up to the capital. Eating tortillas 
in a restaurant we were approached 
by a pretty little harlot named Emilia. 
I will always wish I could have spoken 
clear Spanish. We tried to make plain 
our desire only to speak her language 
and she was willing for a while to walk 
and speak with us. She took us to the 
University Post Office, where we bought 
Some cards. Then she became .embar- 
rassed somehow—curses on my Spanish 
—and bade us good-by. My whole soul 
went out for her, so young, so sweet- 
faced, and yet so enmeshed in an evil 
net. How long, Lord, will the earth 
perpetrate its wrongs! Hurry the prom- 
ise, Lord, that ‘the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord.’ She 
epitomizes for me the wrong of earth 
and men. I could no more have slept 
with her than died at will. The whole 
idea violated all that I know and feel. 
But oh, I longed to speak about the 
Saviour of harlots, the Friend of genu- 
‘ine sinners. God help me in the lan- 
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guage for just such cases as these. I 
am sure she thought us strange men, 
such as fit no pattern she has seen. But 
will she ever really know why we re- 
fused to have her go find her amiga for 
us?” 

From Buenaventura, Colombia, I re- 
ceived a letter from Jim: 

“The captain and steward invited 
Pete and me to go with them to net 
shrimp. The captain was high on mar- 
tinis and went to sleep on the deck of 
the snub-nosed power launch, but the 
rest of us stayed sober enough to bring 
back about a hundred and fifty pounds 
of big, beautiful shrimp. Netting is 
great sport here as you haul in about 
two hundred fifty pounds of everything 
imaginable at every lift—we found 
several squid, some hammerhead sharks, 
sharp-toothed corbina, sea cat, sting 
rays, big-headed blowfish, every possi- 
ble shape and color of jelly fish, besides 
dozens of other species no one could 
name. Came back slightly sun-kissed, 
but not before God gave real opportu- 
nity to witness to the captain (before 
he went under) and one of the engi- 
neers who was along. Praise God for 
the time. He always leads us in tri- 
umph and makes manifest the savor of 
His knowledge in every place.” 

February 24, 1952. “Thursday, about 
9 AM., we dropped anchor off the 
ramshackle shore of the island of Puna. 
Our crew members were not allowed 
shore leave, by order of a bewhiskered 
and portly islander called ‘The Captain 
of the Port.’ By noon we were officially 
received, and customs men all came 
aboard for their carton of Luckies. The 
islanders floated around our big hull 
in their little dugouts with banana 
stalks, beer, coconuts, and balsa-wood 
models of Grace Line ships like our 
Juana. By one o'clock the stevedores 
arrived with their bawling and bicker- 
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ing. Some of them brought leather 
goods—most of it pretty stuff of unborn 
calf—shoes, handbags, and what-nots. 
By 2:30 the beautiful little yacht Santa 
Rosita came alongside with the barges 
and called out for the passengers. We 
said our good-bys and had our stuff 
packed from the stateroom to the 
Rosita. ‘ 

“Glimpses of river life, and pleasant 
conversation with the Grace agent’s 
wife and a friend of hers helped us 
forget the oppressive heat while we 
sailed the thirty miles from Puna. By 
six our eyes were checking the docks 
along the Guayaquil waterfront for a 
look at Tidmarsh. But no one was there 
to meet us. A stevedore escorted me 
pronto to an evangelista:he knew of, 
and she recommended a German pen; 
sion. I went back to the customs dock 
to get Pete, and found they had passed 
all our hand baggage, twelve pieces, 
without even opening it. Praise God. 
Off we went with # in a wheelbarrow 
to the pension. 

“It was a hot night and mosquitoes 
were treacherous. I heard the town 
clock every quarter of an hour from 
one till 3:45. I'm still scratching. Next 
morning we hit it off for the Grace 
office to ask about Tidmarsh. Learned 
that our baggage would .not be upriver 
till afternoon, so walked over to the 
waterfront, and lo, along comes Tid- 
marsh. The office had not been in- 
formed of our arrival, so he had come 
a day late. 

“God gave us great deliverance at 
the customs house. Our combined 
freight of 2,300 pounds was all passed 
without a cent of ‘duty. ‘O Lord, 
Jehovah, Thou hast begun to show Thy 
servant Thy greatness and Thy strong 
hand, for what God is there in heaven 
or in earth that can do according to 
Thy works?’” 


A Work of God Among Gypsies 


A visit to an encampment in France 


T IS not every day that hundreds of 
vehicles, each carrying its comple- 

ment of gypsies, gather for almost two 
weeks. 

I saw such a gathering at the end of 
July, three miles from Rennes, the cap- 
ital of Brittany, France. In a huge 
meadow, about seven hundred vehicles 
stood in three groups according to their 
tribal affiliation. 

Among the many Christians inter- 
ested in the gypsies, Pastor Le Cossec 
stands out for his zeal and the fruit of 
his work. Mr. Le Cossec is of the Pen- 
tecostal persuasion but free, I under-~ 
stand, of most of the exaggerations for 
which this movement is sometimes 
known. At any rate he is known to 
preach the way of salvation. 

For a number of years a work of the 
Holy Spirit has been going on in many 
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gypsy lives. Every year these no- 
mads, Christians and seekers, come to- 
gether for a few days and have a con- 
vention of their own. 

Nothing in this “convention” will re- 
mind you of Keswick or similar gather- 
ings. Imagine a huge meadow almost 
entirely covered with vehicles of every 
type. The horse-drawn cart is there, 
filled with mattresses and covering for 
the owners; and looking at the small- 
ness of the cart, one wonders how they 
manage. The promiscuity must be 
frightful. There is also the luxurious 
trailer with a kitchen fitted with every 
modern convenience. All stations of life 
are represented in this medley of ve- 
hicles. 

The life of the camp goes on even 
during the meetings. The endless pro- 

(Continued on page 755) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





AND Restoration in  Israel.—The 
L spying 1958 issue. of Land and Life, 
published by the Jewish National 
Fund, carries an interesting articie by 
Mr. George L. Peterson, Chief of the 
Agricultural and Water Resources Di- 
vision of the United States Operations 
Mission to Israel. Mr. Peterson makes 
the following observation: 

“When I came to Israel, my first im- 
pression was that there was not much 
promise in the promised land, particu- 
larly in the mountains and hilly regions 
which constitute such a large part of the 
country. Seeing the work that the 
Jewish National Fund is carrying on in 
restoring these lands to their former 
beauty and fruitfulness is almost like 
witnessing the fulfilment of the Scrip- 
ture—‘And the desert shali rejoice and 
blossom.’ 

“When I first visited the Adullan area 
in August, 1957, where a new settlement 
was to be established, hardly a stone 
had been cleared nor a building started. 
Now thie settlers are moving into the 
houses that have since been built in the 
seven communities. The parcels of land 
that have been cleared and the rocks 
piled high in neat-rows in the hills of 
Jerusalem present a scenic patchwork 
like a homemade quilt. The plateau 
summit of Idmit in the north, where we 
took pictures of the Arab natives and 
[which] was reached only by the new 
rvad up steep hills, provided a pano- 
ramic view for miles in all directions. 


Finally, the containment of the sand-_ 


dunes in the northern Negev area by 
planting of tamarisks to prevent the 
sand from blowing over other good land, 
was something new and novel. The soft 
cover of green grass and yellow flowers 
beneath the trees seem to indicate that 
these sand-dunes are well anchored.” 


A Unique Achievement in Sacred Re- 
cording.—In the last week of June, a 
recording of Gospel songs by the Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour Quartet and 
Chorus was placed among the top 
twenty-five records of the week, in 
total sales, according to RCA. This 
achievement of a sacred recording is 
unique in the industry. This is indeed 
a tribute to Dr. Charles E. Fuller, who, 
after thirty years of faithful Christian 
labor, is able to keep abreast of these 
modern, radically changing days. The 
Gospel story, in word or song, is ever 
new. 


Bible Distribution by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society—A meeting of the 
California Synod of the Presbyterian 
Church was tecently informed that 
more than 500,000,000 volumes of the 
Bible have been distributed by the 
American Bible Society since it was 
founded in 1816. At that time the Bible 
had been translated into 73 languages, 
but today that number has risen to 1130 
languages and dialects. The goal of the 


Society is the distribution of as many 
copies of the Bible, and portions of the 
Bible, during the next twenty-five years 
as have been distributed during the last 
140 years. 


The Bible in the Near East.—In the 
September 13 issue of this department, 
I quoted extensively from the 1958 pop- 
ular report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, “Worlds Apart.” These 
reports are always significant, and 
never more so than today. For this 
reason, I should like here to direct at- 
tention to further excerpts from this 
report. 

The chapter entitled “The World of 
the Bible” speaks of “the great apos- 
tasy.” “Our attention has often been 
drawn to the paradox existing in these 
predominantly Muslim lands, that they 
are Bible Lands which have forsaken 
the Bible. Here the aptness of Bible 
situations does not speak with the direct 
simplicity referred to earlier. Here is 
no sudden and welcome illumination of 
truths about God which lay hidden in 
men’s hearts. Instead there is the fear 
bred of an ignorance which knows only 
inherited prejudices and traditional big- 
otry against Christianity. Here it is 
that a missionary seeking to develop 
literacy with the use of Laubach’s ‘Life 
of Jesus’ may be told—as has actually 
happened—‘Yes, we would like to learn 
to read—but not to read that!” How 
often does the colporteur present his 
Scriptures in terms congenial to a Mus- 
lim listener—‘Here is the book of Abra- 
ham, the friend of God .. . and here 
the story of Job, the patient one; here 
are the sayings of Jesus, and the doings 
of the prophets . . .—only to hear the 
reply—But where is the Furquan, the 
“divider” of believers and unbelievers? 
Where is the book of the Lord Mo- 
hammed?’” 

The British and Foreign Bible Society 
staff in Israel can today establish no 
contact with workers in the neighbor- 
ing states of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, or Iraq. The principal Bible 
depot is now located at Haifa. The 
agent on the island of Cyprus has the 
good word that sales there last year 
reached 5,493 copies of the Scriptures in 
nine languages. “It is remarkable that 
so many persons came to the Bible 
House to buy a copy of the Scriptures 
for themselves or for someone who was 
in need of such spiritual power for en- 
couragement and consolation. In the 
last quarter of the year a shortage of 
books came up again, because of which 
I lost some good opportunities. No 


‘fairs, no on the mountain for summer 


period, so I have lost again this year 
the blessed chances I had before these 
political troubles came over Cyprus.” 


Lebanon is the only Arabic-speaking 
country in which the S¢riptures can be 
circulated without restriction. Because 
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of Iraq’s prominent place in world news 
today, the following statement from the 
agent of the Bible Society in that land 
will be of special interest: “For some 
years now the Government has been 
opening new schools every year and 
thousands have been educated. With 
the increase of those who can read, 
comes the desire for knowledge, and 
so they have turned to reading the 
Scriptures. For the past three years 
we have had increases in the sales of 
complete Bibles and New Testaments, 
doubling each year, but this year we 
have only held our own in this matter, 
selling slightly lower than in _ 1956. 
However, we went ahead 50 per cent 
on the total sales, making this the rec- 
ord year for the Agency. This has en- 
couraged us greatly especially in the 
fact that our sales are so strong among 
the Muslim majority of the people.” 

In speaking of the use of the Word of 
God in this area, we are reminded that 
Vice Admiral Charles Brown, who com- 
mands the Sixth Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, has been a devoted student of 
the Scriptures for many years: In re- 
viewing the American situation from 
Alexandria in 1956, he cabled Washing- 
ton, “And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 

. unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey” (Exod. 3:8). 


Tablets of Buddhist Scriptures Dis- 
covered.—The contrast between the im- 
portance of discoveries associated with 
the Word of God and of discoveries re- 
lated to the sacred writings of other 
faiths is evident in the fact that the 
world’s only complete collection of the 
Buddhist Scriptures carved on stone has 
been found hidden in mountain caves 
and buried underground at Yun Ch’u 
Ssu, 46 miles southwest of Peiping, near 
the place where the fossilized skull of 
the Peking man was found in 1929. This 
collection of 14,000 slabs is now being 
copied by a number of Buddhist ex- 
perts. Four thousand of these tablets 
have been examined to date, all of them 
are to be photographed, and a new 
translation will probably be issued. 

How slight is the interest shown in 
this discovery as compared with that 
shown in the Dead Sea Scrolls in every 
civilized nation on earth! 


Bringing Back Religion Into Science. 
—The Vatican has just announced a 
new list of aims, to be constantly re- 
viewed by the Catholic universities of 
the world, of -which there are eighty, 
with a total enrollment of 260,000. The 
graduates of these universities, says the 
Vatican, will be the spearhead of the 
campaign of the Catholic Church to 
bring religion back into modern science 
and thought. Fifty-six of these schools, 
with 180,000 students are in North and 
South America, and sixteen in Europe, 
with 40,000 students. 
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This will probably mean the publica- 
tion of a large number of books on the 
subject of science and the Bible, a field 
in which, I am sorry to say, the Roman 
Church has often done better work than 
the Protestant Church. On the other 
hand, very few world-famous scientists 
seem to be identified with the Roman 
Oatholic Church—and there are many 
factors to account for this. 

In a similar move, the Commission on 
Jewish Education has released in 
Chicago a master plan of religious in- 
struction to offset the increasing con- 
centration in this country on scientific 
studies. The director of the Commis- 
sion says: “The threat of the nuclear 
age is forcing civilization to raise a pop- 
ulation of scientists, mathematicians, 
and technicians. Unless men and 
women are given a sense of identifica- 
tion with their religion, we will be 
faced with a population ready to go but 
without the knowledge of whither they 
are going.” The group is calling a sum- 
mit conference of leading rabbis, edu- 
cators, and laymen to be held next Jan- 
uary or February, for the establishment 
of intensive teacher training programs 
and the organization of a research pro- 
gram to provide current information on 
religious education programming and 
activities. 


Russia’s Radio Jamming.—At a recent 
meeting of the Asia Christian Radio 
Conference in Hong Kong, the statement 
was made by Mr. William Roberts, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Far East Broad- 
casting Company, that in 1956 Russia 
was using their radio media for 800 
hours programming weekly, which in 
1957 was stepped up to 2,000 hours per 
week. To meet this astonishing state- 
ment, the Russian Government is 
spending three and one half billion dol- 
lars per year just for the purpose of 
jamming other stations. This is more 
money than all nations of the free world 
put together spend on their combined 
broadcast operations. It was said at 
this conference, that in Red China alone, 
today there are 2,173,000 receiving radio 
sets. 


Teaching Catholicism at Harvard 
and Princeton—The Harvard Divinity 
School, which one must admit has a far 
more conservative faculty today than it 
has had for the last fifty years, has an- 
nounced the establishment of a profes- 
sorship in Roman Catholic studies, and 
has appointed Mr. Christopher Dawson, 
noted English Roman Catholic historian 
and author, as the first guest professor 
in this newly created chair. At Prince- 
ton University, once a veritable strong- 
hold of Calvinism, the noted French Ro- 
man Catholic philosopher, Dr. Jacques 
Maritain, is now a professor. It is un- 
likely that any Roman Catholic collegiate 
or theological institution is establishing 
chairs for the teaching of Protestantism, 
and inviting Protestant scholars to oc- 
cupy such chairs! 


Broadcasting the Gospel in Switzer- 
land—A new international broadcast- 
ing station is being planned for Switzer- 
land, the announcement of which states 
it will be “dedicated to the broadcasting 
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of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and will 
be sponsored by an international associ- 
ation of Christians who confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, and 
acknowledge the Bible as the supreme 
authority in matters of faith and prac- 
tice.” The transmitters will cover an 
area of approximately 2000 miles, within 
the boundaries of which are 550 million 
people and 90 million radio sets. 


A Preaching Band of Hinduism.—A 
new movement among the Hindus of 
India, for the purpose of winning con- 
verts, is revealed in a letter to the Na- 
tional Bible Society of Scotland. 

“For the: first time in many years we 
noticed a mobile unit of Hindu mission- 
ary enterprise which came from Gun- 
tur. Equipped with modern aids of 
propaganda and with a militant spirit, 
they came here to preach the effective- 
ness of Hindu beliefs with a view to 
consolidating their own religion and 
thwarting the progress of the Christian 
Gospel. Our feelings were very much 
stirred when the van was parked next 
to our booth; we anticipated trouble but 
thank God we showed no sign of fear or 
anxiety. They stayed there for a few 
miputes and left us alone for the day. 
Later on we found them near the temple 
where they were organizing their own 
work. Here is a sure sign that the 
Christian Gospel has enough impressed 
itself on the Hindu religion to produce 
such a reaction as a Preaching Band of 
Hinduism. As one of our number was 
preaching, an orthodox Brahmin came 
forward and shouted at us, saying, ‘That 
is wrong: that is a lie: there is purna- 
jamma: do not deceive the people!” But 
the crowd paid no heed to him. The 
Gospel was continuously preached.” 


The consumption of alcoholic bever- 
ages in our nation continues as a cause 
for alarm. Manufacturers of alcoholic 
beverages spent $38,000,000 for spot ad- 
vertisements of beer, wine, and ale on 
television in 1957, which places this in- 
dustry third among all manufacturers 
using this medium of advertisement. 
The total amount of money spent for 
advertising by the liquor industry last 
year was $400,000,000. 

The National Voice for June 5 carries 
a condensed report of the address of 
Mr. Paul Harvey, given on the ABC 
network, on the subject of liquor in 
Congress. “For a while, in Washington, 
it was ‘standard operating procedure’ 
to test a job applicant ‘over a few 
drinks.’ Our wartime cloak-and-dagger 
outfit, the OSS, is said to have employed 
this system. If a man can drink and 
drink and still stay forked-end down, 
he has stood the test. This may be 
necessary for spies, but it is hardly a 
good way for a lawmaker to keep in 
training. At this point, I am supposed 
to pay tribute to the hard-working and 
sincere Senators and Congressmen and 
explain that the ones who would flunk 
a sobriety test during working hours 
are few indeed. Only that’s not so. 
They are many. The average grass- 


roots American often endows his Con- 
gressmen with more intelligence than 
they rightly deserve. “They must know 
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what they’re doing,’ you'll hear the con- 
stituents say. And they don’t always. 

“But when the subject was put to a 
vote. .. . When, for example, Congress- 
man Rees of Kansas tried to outlaw the 
diplomatic cocktail party by cutting off 
the State Department’s appropriation 
of some $200,000 for same .. . the House 
voted him down.” 

Senator Usher Burdick says, “After a 
few weeks of partygoing, stuffed with 
food and drink, the members of Con- 
gress move around in a dream.” 


Revival of Oriental Religions.—The 
London Quarterly and Holburn Review 
in a recent editorial sounds a much- 
needed word of alarm regarding the in- 
filtration into Britain of Oriental reli- 
gions which at the beginning of the cen- 
tury were thought to be dying out. 


s 


Material Prosperity in the Old 
and New Testaments 
(Continued from second page) 


note were too sweeping and open to 
misunderstanding. 

It was Obadiah, governor of Ahab’s 
house, who said to Elijah, “Was it. not 
told my lord what I did when Jezebel 
slew the prophets of the Lord, how I 
hid an hundred men of the Lord's 
prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water?” (1 Kings 
18:13.) It is quite likely that at least 
some of them, in the darkness and dis- 
comfort of that cave and on frugal 
rations, were tempted to doubt God's 
promises and question whether they 
hi been in His will after all. The 
text in Hebrews, putting together many 
of the unnamed heroes of the faith, 
definitely refers to Old Testament saints; 
and the faith of some of these also must 
have been sorely tried, though they 
eventually triumphed, “having obtained 
a good report through faith.” 

Luke 12:31 reads, “But rather seek ye 
the kingdom of God; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (see 
also Matt. 6:33). Here God does 
promise to supply the material needs 
of His people, for the Lord Jesus had 
just been talking of the need for food 
and clothing, telling His disciples to 
“consider the ravens” and “consider the 
lilies.” 

So the reader was right in calling at- 
tention to such passages as these which 
were not given due consideration in 
the editorial note. The note was in- 
tended to bring comfort to those who 
are perplexéd by the suffering of saints 
and apparently unanswered prayer in 
this dispensation. The passages men- 
tioned by the reader clarify and 
strengthen it in this respect, as they 
show that God’s servants have always 
suffered in one way or another, yet 
He has cared for them and enabled 
them to overcome. 


x 


I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the Lord.—Jer. 1:8. 
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LESSON 4. OCTOBER 26. TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS 


Matthew 4:1-11; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.— 
Heb. 2:18 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wil- 
derness to be tempted of the devil. 

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he 
was afterward an hungred. 

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be 
the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. 

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and set- 
teth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 


bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 
stone. 

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. 

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, 
and the glory of them; 

9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it 
is written, Thou shalt worship: the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. 

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 


and ministered unto him. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 





thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 


The ‘Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE temptations of the Lord Jesus 
must be seen against the back- 
ground of the entire Bible. 

Adam and Eve, in the beautiful Gar- 
den of Eden, yielded to the shrewd 
temptations of the Devil. The arch- 
enemy of souls asked Eve, “Hath God 
said?” (Gen. 3:1.) He planted seeds of 
doubt and distrust in her mind. The 
result has disobedience, expulsion from 
the Garden, and the pronouncement of 
a curse upon the race of men. 

The garden of fellowship with God 
was transformed into a wilderness of 
sin, despair, and death. 

God told the serpent that there would 
be perpetual enmity between its seed 
and the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15). 
This enmity can be traced through the 
Old Testament record. But it came to 
a climax when Christ the Seed ap- 
peared. 

The Lord Jesus was baptized. The 
Father in Heaven put His stamp of 
approval upon Him, declaring Him to 
be His Son. This presented the Devil 
with a superb opportunity. The last 
Adam (1 Cor. 15:45), the man from 
Heaven, had arrived. Could He be 
persuaded, like the first Adam, to doubt 
God, to reject the way of the Cross, 
and to yield allegiance to Satan? Could 
the race of men of which He was a 
divine representative thus be kept in 
eternal bondage? 

The Devil did his utmost. But he 
failed miserably. The Messiah tri- 
umphed. The Seed of the woman pre- 
vailed. The wilderness of sin was po- 
tentially transformed into a garden of 
salvation and fellowship with God. The 
Devil’s doom was sealed. His destiny 
is sure (Rev. 20:10). The temptations 
of the Saviour are thus a turning point 


s Ss s s>- 


in the mighty struggle between God 
and the forces of evil. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 4:1—‘“Then was Jesus led up 
of the spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted of the devil.” “Then”—im- 
mediately after His baptism when the 
Spirit had alighted upon Him. The 
Messiah’s first task, Spirit-directed, was 
to confront the archenemy of souls, the 
prime instigator of confusion. Devil 
(diabolos) is “accuser,” or “slanderer” 


Rev. 12:10). 


Verse 2—“When he had fasted .. . he 
was afterward an hungred.” Compare 
the fasting of Moses and Elijah (Exod. 
34:28; 1 Kings 19:8). Abstinence from 
food sharpens one’s perceptions and 
gives time for concentrated meditation 
and prayer. In our Lord’s case it pre- 
pared Him for the first temptation, to 
change stone to bread. 


Verse 3—‘“. . . the tempter .. . said, 
If thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread.” The 
“if” is basic. At the baptism the Father 
had established the Sonship of the Sav- 
iour. Was it not incompatible for the 
Son to hunger? Was He really the Son? 
Let Him reveal His doubt of the ac- 
crediting words of the Father by put- 
ting them to a practical test. 


Verse 4—“He .. . said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word ... out of the mouth of 
God.” The context of this quotation is 
illuminating (Deut. 8:3). If God sus- 
tained mere men in Moses’ day with 
miraculously provided manna, how 
much more should the Son rely implic- 
itly on His Word. The Almighty is for- 
ever faithful. 

Verse 5—“The devil taketh him up 
into the holy city .. . setteth him ona 
pinnacle of the temple.” The “holy 
city” is Jerusalem (Isa. 48:2; Neh. 11:1); 
“pinnacle” is*“thé’ wing,” possibly the 
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portico of Herod above the valley of 
Jehoshaphat. 

Verse 6—“. . . If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down: for it is writ- 
ten, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee...” The Devil quotes 
Scripture (Psa. 91:11, 12) for his wicked 
purposes. The angels will bear “on” 
(literally) their hands, i.e., supporting. 
The temptation is twofold: to doubt 
and test the Father’s words of approval; 
and to take a shortcut to acclaim and 
glory, and thus to avoid the Cross. 

Verse 7.—“Jesus said .. . It is written 
again, Thou shall not tempt the Lord 
thy God.” Scripture must not be mis- 
applied, but must be interpreted by 
Scripture. Our Lord’s appeal to Deu- 
teronomy 6:16 indicates His firm and 
solemn reliance on the Word of God; 
rebukes the Devil’s vicious act of dis- 
obedience; and identifies Himself as 
God, the very one who is not to ‘be 
tempted. 

Verse 8.—“. . . the devil taketh him 
up ... and sheweth him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory .. .” 
From such a lofty eminence, vistas and 
panoramas could be seen extending ul- 
timately to earth’s remotest bounds. 
The “glory” of world dominion is what 
the Devil, now unmasked, would dangle 
maliciously and temptingly before the 
Saviour’s eyes. 

Verse 9.—“. . . All these things will I 
give thee, if thou wilt ... worship me.” 
The Devil is the “prince of this world” 
(John 12:31; 14:30), the “god of this 
world” (2 Cor. 4:4). The bargain he 
offers is clear: he will exchange things 
and power for the homage of the Son 
of God. If he succeeds in this tempta- 
tion, his nefarious accomplishments will 
be twofold: Christ will have forsaken 
the road to Calvary; the Devil will be 
acknowledged as superior to the Sav- 
iour, indeed as God. 

Verse 10.—‘Then saith Jesus, Get the¢ 
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Lesson for October 26 


hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God...” 
The Greek reads, “Begone!” Our Lord 
quotes Deuteronomy 6:13. “Satan” is 
“adversary.” No compromise is pos- 
sible between the things of God and 
of the Devil. The Messiah triumphs 
over the temptation and dismisses the 
tempter. 

Verse 11—“The devil leaveth him... 
angels came and ministered unto him.” 
Not even Satan can withstand the 
Lord’s command. Angels are “minis- 
tering spirits, sent forth to minister” 
(Heb. 1:14). To “minister” is to “serve.” 
The tense of the verb indicates repeated 
ministrations. The Saviour’s triumph- 
ant trust in the Father is vindicated 
by the tender helpfulness of the mes- 
sengers of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Temptation is common to men. But 
God has provided a way of escape (1 
Cor. 10:13). The record of Christ's vic- 
tory is an encouragement to beleaguered 
saints and an example to all who would 
live victoriously. 

The areas of attack against the be- 
liever are threefold:| preservation 
(changing stone to bread)—the lust of 
the flesh; presumption (Christ casting 
Himself from the Temple)—the pride 
of life; and power (giving homage to 
Satan)—the lust of the eyes. The 
Devil invariably strikes at our weakest 
points. 

The Lord Jesus set the pattern for 
victory. The method He used is guar- 
anteed. It never fails. 

First, His. prolonged communion 
in the wilderness with the Father 
strengthened His spirit (although His 
body hungered) against the onslaughts 
of evil. If we would be strong we must 
keep our fellowship with the Father 
unbroken. 

Second, the 


Saviour wielded the 


Word of God (“it is written”) as His - 


sword against the Devil’s thrusts. This 
is still the saint’s offensive weapon 
(Eph. 6:17). Know your Bible. Keep 
your sword untarnished by disuse and 
available for instant action. And use it! 

Third, Christ triumphed because He 
refused to permit the Devil’s subtle 
Suggestions to cross even the threshold 
of His heart. He recognized and 
spurned Satan’s wiles before they made 
the slightest inroad into His thinking. 
He refused to toy with the diabolical 
ideas. Nor should we tolerate, but sted- 
fastly resist, the initial appeal of sinful 
desires. 

It is no sin to be tempted. But to 
cater to temptation is dangerous. The 
foul bats of unworthy thoughts must 
not be allowed to roost in the chimneys 
of our hearts. The Saviour was tri- 
umphant.. Truly tempted, He remained 
without sin. The sacrificial Lamb of 
God, He continued forever without 
blemish or spot (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 


Topics for Development 

Temptation., The word itself may 
mean “testing” (1 Pet. 1:6) or “solicita- 
ticn to evil.” All men have desires 
and appetites. God has lovingly pro- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


_ 8. October 19. —The Baptism of Jesu 


Matthew 3:3-17; lake 3115-22 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. November 2.-—The Galilean Ministry 
egins. Mark 1:14-39 








vided that these be satisfied in a man- 
ner that glorifies His holy name. Man 
hungers, and the Lord gives bread; he 
craves affection, and the Lord has or- 
dained marriage. The evil to which 
one is solicited when tempted is to sat- 
isfy God-given appetites in an un- 
worthy or sinful manner—to prostitute 
holy desires in unholy ways. 

Temptation does not originate with 
God. “Let no man say when he is 
tempted, 
God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man...” (Jas. 
1:13). The Devil is the tempter. 
(Study 1 Chron. 21; John 13:2; 1 
Thess. 3:5.) He incites man to lust 
(Jas. 1:14). But our Father in Heaven 
knows “how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations...” (2 Pet. 2:9). 

The Devil’s Career. From the time 
of Genesis 3:15 Satan has known that 
a continuous struggle would be waged 
between his forces and the forces of 
God; that in the struggle he would be 
permitted to “bruise the heel” (drastic, 
but not necessarily fatal) of the seed of 
the woman; but that ultimately his own 
head would be bruised (devastating and 
final). His effort throughout Old Tes- 
tament days was to mar or molest or 
obliterate the earthly seed through 
which Christ the Seed would come. 
When the Lord Jesus appeared, He be- 
came the prime target of diabolical 
attack. Since His ascension, His body, 
the Church, has borne the brunt and 
fury of Satan’s hostility. But the Devil’s 
doom is settled. Study Revelation 20:10 
in the light of Genesis 3:15. 


Practical Applications 
The Devil is a defeated foe. He 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
HY did our Lord's temptations 
follow His baptism? 

2. What does the word “devil” mean? 

3. What -doubt did Satan try to in- 
still into Christ’s mind? 

4. Name two points of similarity be- 
tween Adam and Eve's temptations and 
Christ’s. 

5. At what major point were the 
temptations dissimilar? 

6. In what way did the Devil quote 
Scripture unworthily? 

7. What is the significance of “It is 
written again”? (Matt. 4:7.) 

8. What Biblical titles given to the 
Devil indicate his power? 

9. What are “angels”? 

10. Why is the Word called “the 
sword of the Spirit”? 

(Answers on page 752) 


I am tempted of God: for' 
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knows it. So should we. But because 
he understands that his time is short, 
he is working overtime. Rejoice in 
his defeat. But beware of his wiles. 
He is a master at disguise: he may 
appear “as a roaring lion” (1 Pet. 5:8) 
or as “an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). 

Christian soldier, note! The closer and 
more powerful your Adversary,. the 
more vital is your sword (Eph. 6:17). 
Keep the Word of God near you, learn 
through daily exercise to wield it, and 
then use it. Never be content with 
defeat. Victory may be your daily 
portion. 

Resist the earliest whisperings of the 
Devil. Do not wait until the whispers 
become a formidable shout. 

Have you ever thanked the Lord 
Jesus for actively and perfectly fulfill- 
ing the Law which you have so 
broken in thought, word, and deed? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Doubt of the Father’s care (Matt. 4: 
1-4) 

2. Distrust of the Father’s will (vv. 5-7) 

3. Denial of the Father’s sovereignty 
(vv. 8-10) 


Golden Text 

Heb. 2:18.—“. he himself hath 
suffered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted.” The 
Lord Jesus is our triumphant Saviour. 
Having conquered on the battlefield 
of temptation, He has pointed the way 
to victory and made that victory pos- 
sible through His Word and Holy Spirit. 

ALTapena, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 
“Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty and merciful Father, whose love 
is as great as Thy power, we thank Thee 
for Thy blessings of health and strength, 
for food, home, family, friends, and 
freedom. Most we thank Thee for Thy 
Gospel blessings of forgiveness, a new 
life here and the heavenly life beyond. 
Bless all Thy people in worship, Bible 
study, and fellowship today. Suit to 
each of us the blessing we need from 
our lesson study. Guide and keep us 
through a new week and use us to bless 
others. Show befitting mercy to sick, 
sad, and tried souls that they be not 
overcome by their temptations and 
trials; and bring us at last to the time 
when sin shall be no more and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson—I used to know 
an aged Christian woman who in her 
last illness loved to have her pastor 
call and sing: 
aith will fail, 


Wee t Se ae S 

yg Sy - hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, 
hold me 


He can fast. 
Our Golden Text says that as one 
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who Himself has suffered, Christ is able 
to help those who are tempted. Of this 
we are the more sure because He is 
both God and man. As God He has 
perfect knowledge of all our testings 
and temptings, but as man “He knows 
what sore temptation means, For He 
has felt the same.” And where others 
may feel for us but be helpless to do 
ought, our Lord is able and willing to 


CHRIST 
woexs FOR THE TEMPTED 











help us. This we prove as we tell Him 
all and trust Him to see us through. 

In a terrific storm, a number of ships 
anchored in a Mediterranean port were 
driven ashore, all of them but one. 
That one was found to have held fast 
because its anchor had grappled into 
another anchor firmly embedded in the 
bottom of the sea. So the soul that 
has grappled into Christ will not be 
moved by the worst storms of tempta- 
tion and trial. 

We may trust Him fully 
All for us to do; 


a who trust Him wholly 
d Him wholly true. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
s 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the temptation of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in the beginning 
of His ministry on earth is one of the 
strangest incidents in all history. The 
terrific assault of Satan was most clev- 
erly conceived and executed with the 
consummate skill of which only he is 
capable. The Devil’s strategy was to 
crush Jesus’ ministry and mission in its 
very beginning. He attacked our Lord 
at what he regarded His weakest point: 
first, His physical hunger following forty 
days and forty nights without food. 
“Command that these stones be made 
bread.” Next, to display His security 
in God’s protection. “Cast thyself down 
{from this pinnacle].” And finally, a 
supposed desire to claim the world for 
Himself: “All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ship me.” To each proposition Jesus 
answered with the Word of God—“It 
is written.” Satan failed. 

Fellows, the Devil uses the same 
strategy in tempting you and me to sin 
—sad to say, with considerable success, 
sometimes with great success, even to 
starting human beings on a course that 
leads down to eternal death. “The lust 
of the flesh”—“the pride of life”—the 
greedy desire for self-gratification. How 
subtle the Devil is! I am reminded of 
the snare that is set for a little animal 
that lives in the north woods, called 
the ermine. Its fur is snow white and 
is used to make expensive stoles for 
wealthy ladies to wear; also for the 


. 
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robes of kings and judges. Therefore, 
in very cold winterS, trapping the er- 
mine (also called weasel) is profitable 
as well as interesting, and trappers 
have a clever way to capture it with- 
out. injuring the valuable fur. If the 
pelt is torn or injured, it is rejected; 
so it must be taken clean and sc’ rless. 
The ermine will not enter a cage trap, 
but it likes to lick a smooth surface, 
especially if it is a bit greasy; so the 
trapper smears with butter or grease 


. the blade of a large knife and lays it on 


top of the snow, secured by a chain 
attached to the handle, and covers the 
chain with the snow to hide it. The 
ermine comes along and immediately 
indulges its desire to lick the smooth 
blade, and instantly the end of its 
tongue clings fast to the cold steel. It 
cannot pull loose without tearing its 
tongue out, which usually it will not 
do but sits quietly by until released 
by the’ trapper—released only to die. 
Luckless ermine, trapped by the tongue. 

Now, fellows, the ermine does no 
more wicked a thing than to follow its 
natural inclination; but natural inclina- 
tions are not safe guides, for they often 
lead to death, and Satan is keen to 
tempt us through our natural inclina- 
tions. We are clearly warned. “There 
is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death” (Prov. 16:25). If the ermine 
could understand a warning and should 
say, “Yes, I know, but I am. just going to 
lick it this once,” what would it matter 
how clear the warning was? Oh, yes, 
it is much easier to do the way you 
feel like doing, but when your boat is 
drifting down the current, it takes real 
purpose and courage to dig your oars 
in and turn and row upstream. Takes 
a real fellow to do that, but when you 
do that in resisting temptation you have 
a yokefellow in Jesus Christ, and let 
me tell you He pulls a good oar! « Fel- 
lows, drifting with the current means 
ultimately “over the falls,” but pulling 
upstream with Christ means getting to 
the sunshine of the eternal hills. “The 
path of the just is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). 

I would rather “pull” with Christ than 
“drift” -with the Devil, wouldn’t you? 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


x 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“If thou be the Son of God...” (Matt. 
4:3) —Our Lord has many names and 
titles, but did Satan ever make use of 
one of them in addressing Him? De- 
mons called Him “Jesus, thou Son of 
God most high” (Luke 8:28). They also 
called Him “Jesus of Nazareth .. . the 
Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24). 

Rest assured that Satan was at the 
baptism of the Lord Jesus and saw Him 
anointed with the Holy Spirit and heard 
the Father acknowledge Him as the Son 
of His delight; yet, in addressing Him, 
he says, “If thou be the Son of God”! 
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As “Lucifer, son of the morning” and 
as “the anointed cherub,” the being who 
is now Satan, was in Glory and must 
have known. that the Son of God was 
infinitely superior to him—as Creator . 
is above the creature. 

Surely he knew—for he was “full of 
wisdom” before his fall—that the Son 


of God was “equal with God” (Phil. 
2:6). 
When the Lord voluntarily “made 


himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men,” did Satan 
feel that there was a possibility of suc- 
cessfully tempting Him? 

When he failed to have Him killed as 
a babe, and failed to corrupt Him as a 
youth, did he bide his time, and lay 
his plans for this threefold temptation? 

Having kept our Lord under his 
closest scrutiny for thirty years, and 
having brought all his subtilty and ex- 
perience to bear on this temptation, he 
who knows every man’s price must 
have entertained the thought that he 
was going to be successful in buying 
the worship of the Son of God. 

How humiliated Satan must have 
been when the Lord put him to flight, - 
without calling upon His divine power, 
but by simply quoting three verses of 
Scripture, as any ordinary man cculd 
do! 

The temptation demonstrates the ab- 
solute sinlessness of our Lord. There 
was no sin in Him (1 John 3:5). There 
was nothing in Him to respond to the 
tempter from without (John 14:30). 

The temptation furnishes us with the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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best illustration of James 4:7 and 1 
Peter 5:9: “Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you,” and “Whom resist sted- 
fast in the faith.” The secret of victory 
over Satan is the quoting of the Scrip- 
ture bearing on the point under con- 
sideration. 

“Man shall not live by bread alone 
... (Matt. 4:4)—Multitudes are at- 
tempting to live by physical food alone; 
hence all the frustration in the world 
today. There is considerable truth in 
the saying, “Tell me what you eat, and 
I will tell you what you are.” To a 
large extent we are what we eat. 

The Patriarch Job said, “I have es- 
teemed the words of his mouth more 
than my necessary food” (Job 23:12). 
And the Lord testified of him that he 
was a godly man, and hated evil. 

The Prophet Jeremiah said to the 
Lord, “Thy words were found, and I 
did eat them; and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart” 
(Jer. 15:16). His spiritual diet not only 
made him a happy man but also a sep- 
arated one; for he goes on to say, “I 
sat not in the assembly of the mockers.” 
And he certainly was a useful man to 
the Lord. 

All who learn to eat and live on 
“every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God” are fruitful, useful, and 
victorious in the Christian life. 

An Irishman picked up some leaves 
of a torn Testament and read, “Jesus 
said .. .” and again “Jesus answered 
and said .. .” He thought to himself, 
“What! Has the blessed Saviour said 
so many things and I don’t know them?” 
How many of them do we know? 


“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God” (Matt. 4:7) —A Christian does not 
have the Scriptural right deliberately 
to cast himself down from a high place 
—not even from the pinnacle of the 
Temple in the holy city—just to learn 
whether or not his guardian angel will 
miraculously catch him and preserve 
him from injury, although numbers 
who have accidentally fallen from 
places where it was their duty to be 
have been wonderfully preserved. 


“Get thee hence, Satan . . .” (Matt. 
4:10).—Not for all the kingdoms of the 
world, and all the glory of them would 
the Lord Jesus fall down and worship 
Satan. 


“What is the world? A wildering maze, 
Where sin has traced ten thousand ways 
Her victims to ensnare; 
All broad and winding and aslope, 
All tempting with perfidious hope, 
All ending in despair.” 

“He is able to succour them that are 
tempted” (Heb. 2:18).—He was tempted 
in all points like as we are, sin apart. 
“Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time 


“ of need” (4:16). 


Wawona, CALir. 
 S 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OME of you are helping a Primary 

child to read the book, “Stories I 
Can Read Myself About the Lord Jesus.” 
In preparation for the child’s next les- 
son, print the words “Heaven,” “Jesus,” 
and “star” on paper, just as yeu did last 
week. This time he can circle “Heaven” 
with blue, “Jesus” with red, and “star” 
with yellow. 

First thing today we will learn the 
Memory Verse under Story 2, in the 
child’s book, so we will be ready to 
teach it. 

We want to help the child to learn 
sounds. Here is a story to help him 
remember the sound of S: Frisky Lamb 
belonged in Farmer Smith's flock. 
When the sheep were moving to a new 
pasture, Frisky would run off by him- 
self to see what he could see, then run 
to join the others before they were out 
of sight. 

One day when Frisky had run off 
by himself, he heard a strange noise— 
“S-s-s.” He looked around but he could 
not see anything. The sound grew 
louder—‘“S-s-s.” Frisky stood still, won- 
dering what could be making that noise. 
Louder and louder it sounded—‘“S-s-s.” 
All of a sudden the ugly head of a 
snake appeared above the tall grass. 
As Frisky looked into its cruel eyes, he 
was so frightened that he could not 
move. The snake came closer. When 
it reached Frisky, it began to wrap it- 
self around him, intending to crush and 
eat him. 

But the shepherd had missed Frisky. 
He came to look for him. As soon as 
he saw the snake wrapping itself 
around the lamb, he killed it, picked 
Frisky up in his arms, and carried him 
back to the flock. After that, Frisky 
loved the shepherd so much he stayed 
close beside him. He did not run away 
any more, so he never again heard the 
“S-s-s” of a snake. 

After you have told this story to the 
child, show him that the letter S looks 
like a coiled snake, and ask him to say 
S as he looks at it. 

Have him read Story 2 in his book, 
as he read Story 1, two weeks ago. 
After he is finished reading, let him 
circle the words on the paper you pre- 
pared for him. Point out that “star” 
begins with S. 

Then teach him the first part of the 
Memory Verse: “Thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his peo- 
ple” (Matt. 1:21). The shepherd saved 
Frisky from the snake. Jesus saves His 
people from going to Satan’s house. 

Encourage him to draw the best pic- 
ture he can of the shepherds who saw 
the light, the night Jesus was born. 





This morning we are going to read 
from Matthew 4, about the temptation 
of Christ. Long before, Adam had been 
tempted in a beautiful garden, sur- 
rounded by plenty of food, gentle an- 
imals, and everything that makes life 
pleasant, but he “fell.” Our Lord was 
tempted in a barren wilderness, where 
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there were wild beasts, and nothing to 
eat. But He did not fall. What was 
the first temptation Satan offered? (To 
make stones into bread.) What a strong 
temptation this would be when Jesus 
had been without food for forty days! 
Remember our Lord was truly man as 
well as God. He needed food, and He 
could create bread. Why was this a 
temptation? Do you remember that 
Jesus said to His Father, “Lo, I come 
. . . to do thy will, O.God”? It was 
His Father's will that He should hunger 
and be tempted in all points as we are. 

Look at the second temptation. Here 
Satan is tempting Jesus to use His 
divine power to “show off.” Think how 
dramatic it would be to leap off the 
top of the Temple, and stand unhurt 
among the crowds on the ground! This 
would have made Jesus famous in a 
moment, but He would not do it, for it 
was not His Father’s will. 

What was the third temptation? (To 
bow down to Satan.) Yes. Although 
our world was created by God, Satan 
had it under his dominion in the time 
of Christ, and still has. Our Saviour 
knew that He would have full control 
some day, but first He must go to the 
cross that we might be saved. If He had 
yielded to Satan on the mountain, He 
would have avoided all that suffering. 
But He would not yield. Then Satan 
left Him, and angels came instead. 

Some day Satan will offer to another 
man all the kingdoms of the world, if 
he will worship him. This man will 
accept what Christ refused. He will be 
the Antichrist. 

All Christians meet temptation. How 
did Jesus overcome all three tempta- 
tions? (By quoting from the Bible.) 
Exactly. We can overcome temptation 
in the same way. Can you see why we 
emphasize memorizing Scripture? We 
must learn it by heart if we are going 
to be ready to quote it when we are 
tempted. 





The book, “Stories I Can Read Myself 
About the Lord Jesus,’ mentioned above, may 
be purchased for 50c this quarter from 
Vv. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Choosing the Right 
(Matt. 4:1-11) 

OU have,an enemy! No, it is not 
the boy you had a fight with or 
some grownup who “cracked down” on 
your play. Never have you seen this 
enemy; but, if you are a Christian, he 
certainly has an eye on you! He was 
right after the Lord Jesus, too! I sus- 
pect it was he, the Devil, behind 
Herod’s plot to kill the Baby Jesus. 
God kept the baby safe. (Refer to scrap- 
book picture of the flight into Egypt.) 
But now the Lord Jesus is grown up. 
He has chosen to do God’s will. How 
did His baptism picture that? God's 
voice has said He is His Son. The 
Holy Spirit was present also at that 
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time to show His approval. (Baptism 
picture used last week.) Now what? 
Listen to the story as Matthew tells it 
(4:1). Right at the beginning Jesus 
was to meet His enemy! 

What do you know about this enemy 
of God and Christ and you? Is he a 
real person or just make-believe? The 
Bible tells us that he is a powerful 


‘angel, who in pride rebelled against 
God (Isa. 14:12-14). He is _ called 
“Satan” (Rev. 12:9), “the god of this 


world” (2 Cor. 4:4). “the prince of this 
world” (John 12:31), “the prince of the 
power of the air” (Eph. 2:2), “the 
wicked one” (Matt. 13:19). The Lord 
Jesus called him a murderer and a liar 
(John 8:44). He is as slippery as a ser- 
pent (Gen. 3), as fierce as a dragon 
(Rev. 12), as hungry for men as a lion 
(1 Pet. 5:8), and can, to fool people, 
act as sweet as an angel of light (2 
Cor. 11:14). 

The Lord Jesus was tempted in all 
ways that we cre and yet did not sin 
(Heb. 4:15). Matthew, tell us how He 
got the best of the Devil. (Read Matt. 
4:2-4.) The Lord Jesus’ miracle power 
to make bread was not to be used for 
Himself. Suppose Mother sent you with 
some doughnuts for Auntie’s family. 
You have the power to take those 
doughnuts for yourself, but you know 
you are not supposed to; they have 
been entrusted to you only to take to 
Auntie. Suppose you say to yourself— 
or is it the Devil?—“How good they 
smell! And I am so hungry! I'll take 
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just one. No one will ever know.” 
How much hungrier was the Lord? No 
one could see Him, either. But more 
important than food is what God says, 
“every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” More important than 
a doughnut for a hungry boy is God’s 
command: “Thou shalt not steal.” 

Go on, Matthew; tell us. another story 
about the Lord Jesus and the Devil. 
(Read vv. 5-7.) You can understand 
that temptation to show off! A _ stunt 
instead of real service to prove one’s 
power and to get popularity! The Devil 
quoting the Bible? Yes, he is playing 
the angel of light now! Another part 
of the Bible warns about this wrong 
kind of trust in God, and the Lord knew 
it. Do you know your Bible well 
enough not to accept “dares”? 

Any more stories about temptation, 
Matthew? (vv. 8-10.) Now the Devil 
comes right out in the open: Be on my 
side. Get money, fame, power in this 
world. Forget God and the Cross. 
Probably he would tell you: Aw, hooey! 
Why go to Sunday school and church? 
Why be honest? Why study hard in 
school? Look at all the fun you are 
missing! Why plan to give your life to 
God’s work? Plan to get rich, be 
famous, have fun! The Lord’s answer 
may be yours, too. (Reread v. 10. Also 
read v. 11. Move bookmarks to Matt. 
4; Mark 1:13; Luke 4.) 

“For in that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succour 
them that are tempted” (Heb. 2:18, 
Memory Verse.) Close with prayer for 
His help in temptation. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 749) 


1. The attesting words of the Father 
at the baptism set the stage for the 
temptations. 

2. “Accuser,” or “slanderer.” 

3. Doubt as to His Sonship. 

4. Each was in the area of the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life; each had an effect on 
others. 

5. Adam and Eve fell; our Lord was 
victorious. 

6. He quoted Psalm 91 in the effort 
to persuade Christ to distrust the 
Father. 

7. Scripture must be interpreted by 
Scripture. 

8. The “prince,” and “god” of this 
world (John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4). 

9. “Ministering spirits” of God (Heb. 
1:14). 

10. Because the Holy Spirit, dwelling 
in the believer’s heart, teaches and aids 
him in using it. 


x 
Faith is to believe what we do not 


see, and the reward of this faith is to 
see what we believe—St. Augustine. 
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lesson for October 26 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HRISTIANS are sometimes tested. 

Christians are sometimes tempted. 
There is a difference between testing 
and temptation—a difference which we 
should learn and never forget. This is 
it, Testing comes to prove the good 
qualities of a person. For example, 
you have spelling tests in school. If 
you get 100 per cent in your test, you 
can scarcely wait to show it to Mother. 
Why? Because Mother has doubtless 
helped you with your spelling home- 
work and you are eager for her to see 
how well you learned that homework. 
Your test paper proves it! 

Temptation is altogether different. 
Temptation is that which tries to make 
one do wrong things. Temptation to do 
wrong always comes from the Devil. 
He is the one who wants the Christian 
to say wrong things, do wrong things, 
go to wrong places, think wrong things. 
God never, never, never tempts anyone. 
Temptation is always from Satan. God, 
however, does test people. The purpose 
of His testing, remember, is to prove 
the good that is in His own. Testing is 
different for different people. God may 
test you by permitting some sickness— 
a rheumatic heart, or polio—to strike 
you. That has happened to many boys 
and girls. Karen had a rheumatic heart. 
The doctor made her stay in bed month 
after month after month. How would 
you act, if that should happen to you? 
Would you pout and cry and make 
everyone around you unhappy? If so, 
you would be failing God’s test. But 
if you were cheerful and kind and 
thoughtful of those who were caring 
for you—making sure that Mother did 
not have to run up the steps too many 
times to do extra things for you—then 
you were passing God's test. This 
pleases the Lord very much, you may 
be sure. 

Sometimes, when Christians are be- 
ing tested by God, Satan comes along 
and seeks to tempt them. He wants 
‘them to think that God has forgotten 
thm... He wants them to be dis- 
couraged. He even wants them to curse 
God! So it is possible to have at the 
Same time, testing (which comes from 
God, remember) and temptation (which 
comes from Satan). 

Do not think it is strange to be 
tempted. It is not true that only those 
who are not Christians are tempted. 
No, indeed! It may be possible that 
Christians are tempted even more than 
those who are not Christians. Satan is 
always, always, always trying to get 
Christians to do wrong things, or say 
Wrong things, or think wrong things, or 
g0 to wrong places. He always wants 
Christians to doubt God. So day after 
day he spends his time trying to defeat 
Christians. How thankful we are, how- 
ever, that the Lord Jesus, who is in us, 
is greater than that old serpent, the 
Devil! (1 John 4:4.) 

No, it is not strange that Christians 
should be tempted. Why, even the Loi 
Jesus Himself was tempted. Imagine 
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Doesn't Anybody Care? 


Has mental illness ever touched 
your home? It is one of the saddest 
afflictions that can befall a family, 
and there are so few to whom we 
can turn for help or understanding 
at such times. It is so satisfying for 
Christians to help the poor, or to 
give for missionary work—but to 
give solely because the love of Christ 
and pity for the most wretched of 
men constrain us is after all the most 
unselfish form of giving. 


Our Gospel worker in Greece, 
Brothér Charles, writes as follows: 
“T went to the public Mental Hos- 
pital of Athens, where I handed out 
tracts and devotional booklets to the 
patients and staff. The sight was 
horrible. 
tragic plight of man and the results 
of sin. Men and women, some 
dressed in rags and others almost 
naked, hungry and desolate, live 
just like animals. The State assist- 


One can see there the 


ance is very small and individual 
relief almost non-existent. A doctor 
said to me, ‘Where are the religious 
philanthropic organizations? No- 
body comes here or has ever cared 
for these unfortunate creatures. If 
you represent any religious organ- 
ization, please do make an appeal 
for clothing. You see their rags and 
nakedness. Even in winter they 
have only one blanket on their 


eds.’” 

“Nobody cares.” Is that true? 
Doesn’t your heart ache at the mis- 
erable condition of these poor folk 
for whom Christ died? Christ cared, 
and we as Christians surely cannot 
do less. If you will help us to send 
food, clothing and blankets to these 
poor unfortunates, along with New 
Testaments and tracts, who knows 
but the very evidence of your caring 
may be the opening wedge to let the 
light of the Gospel shine into some 
darkened minds? You may help 
through the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, Dept. S, P. O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 


7, Ont.) 
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that! Just after He was baptized, He 
went into a lonely place for forty days 
and forty nights, because God’s Holy 
Spirit led Him to-go there (Matt. 4:1). 
He spent His time in prayer with His 
Heavenly Father. This was His final 
preparation for all that He was to do 
in the future—the miracles, the ser- 
mons, and then His death. In all of 
those forty long days and nights, He 
had nothing to eat—not one tking! 
Naturally, then, He was very, very 
hungry. So Satan came to Him. “If 
thou be the Son of God,” he said, “com- 
mand that these stones be made bread.” 
We know that the Lord Jesus could 
have made stones into bread. Nothing 
would be impossible for Him! But 
God’s Son never did any miracles for 
His own benefit. He knew that for 
the present it was God’s will for Him 
to suffer hunger. So He turned at once 
to Satan, saying, “It is written [in'God’s 
Word], Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (See 
Deut. 8:3.) Immediately He had won 
the battle. God’s Word, when hidden 
in our hearts, will always keep us from 
sinning against Him (Psa. 119:11). Are 
you hiding it in your heart? 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Close Beside.—For in that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able 
to succour them that are tempted (Heb. 
2:18, Golden Text). An English naval 
officer once told a grateful story of the 
way he was helped and saved from dis- 
honor in his first experience in battle. 
He was a midshipman, fourteen years 
old. The volleys of the enemy’s ships 
so terrified him that he almost fainted. 
The officer over him saw his state, came 
close beside him and took his hand say- 
ing: “Courage, my boy. You will re- 
cover in a minute or two. I was just 
so when I went into my first battle.” 
The young man said afterward that it 
was as if an angel had come to him and 
put new strength into him. When we 
are assailed by sudden temptation and 
are afraid, Christ comes up close beside 
us and says: “I understand. I met a 
temptation just like yours. I felt the 
same dread you feel. Be brave. and 
strong, and your fear will vanish and 
you will be victorious..—From the 
United Methodist. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 

Who Is Carrying On for Him?—Then 
was Jesus led up of the spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil 
(Matt. 4:1). According to some author- 
ities occupying college chairs and pew- 
less pulpits, this “tempted of the devil” 
stuff has gone out with the virgin birth, 
the deity of Jesus, the miracles, and the 
resurrection. No, indeed, no longer is 
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there a hell, . . . no proprietor to carry 
it on. If-no Devil to tempt, no tempta- 
tion. Consequently, this temptation in 
the wilderness story Matthew tells: us 
goes into the “Old Folk Lore Story 
Book” along with the Garden of Eden, 
Tower of Babel, Noah and the Flood, 
Jonah and the Whale, Gideon, Samson, 
David and Goliath, Star of Bethlehem, 
and so on. But if there is no Mr. Deyi] 
out on the road and up on the street 
corners selling his goods, who is it that 
is carrying on the Devilish Business? 
I am getting a consignment of Tempta- 
tion on every boat and train. Most of 
these Temptation goods are the same 
pretty much as those three spread out 
on the mountain grass-for the Master's 
allurement. “No hell,” “No Devil,” per- 
fesser, pray then who is doing its devil- 
tries? (Rev. 21:8; Psa. 9:17.)—From 
the late William H. Ridgway, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize il- 
lustration. 


Our Natural Response——When the 
tempter came to him (Matt. 4:3). 
There is something in every man, 
woman, and child that has a natural re- 
sponse to some form of temptation, 
though people’s weak points vary. The 
believer is still subject to very real 
temptation and may fall into sin, but 
can resist it in the strength given by 
the indwelling Holy Spirit and by the 
Word of God. Years ago the writer had 
a snare drum which he kept in the liv- 
ing room about twenty feet from the 
piano. When not in use the head and 
snare were loosened. When a certain 
note was struck on the piano that snare 
would vibrate. Satan knows what notes 
to strike to make us vibrate, but the 
vibration can be stilled by the grace of 
God. There was no such response in 
Christ—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Stabbed Through and Through.—It is 
written ...It is written... it is written 
(Matt. 4:4, 7, 10). A well-known doctor 
of Switzerland, a Christian, had an in- 
fidel as his companion in a compart- 
ment of a Paris-bound train. The latter, 
knowing of the doctor’s faith in Christ, 
began to argue with him about the 
Bible and Christianity. No matter what 
the infidel said, Dr. Malan replied with 
an exact quotation from the Scriptures. 
Not once did he give his own opinion, 
nor did he try to explain the Scriptures 
in his own words. Time and time 
again the infidel was thus met with the 
Word. Finally, in exasperation, he ex- 
claimed: “But I don’t believe the Bible. 
What is the sense of your quoting it to 
me?” The Swiss doctor answered with 
the words of our Lord: “If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins.” Ten years later Dr. Malan re 
ceived a letter from Paris. The writet, 
reminding the physician of the conver- 
sation on the train so long ago, told of 
his conversion soon after, and said: 
“You simply used the Sword of the 
Spirit and stabbed me through and 
through. Every time I tried to party 
the blade, you gave me another stab 
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with the Sword, until I realized I was 
not fighting you, but God.”"—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


Going a Different Way.—If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down 
(Matt. 4:6). Billy Bray, the Cornish 
miner and evangelist, said that one day 
when he was much discouraged, he 
found himself on the brink of a coal 
pit Someone seemed to say to him, 
“Now, Billy, just throw yourself down 
there, and be rid of all your troubles.” 
But he recognized the source of the 
temptation, and said: “Oh, no, Satan, 
you can just throw yourself down there. 
That is your way home. But I am go- 
ing to my home in a different direction.” 
—From the Sunday Companion. Sent 
by Mrs. M.. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 

A Christian First.—Then saith Jesus 
unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it 
is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve 
(Matt. 4:10). When Millet, whose 
“Angelus” captivated the whole art-lov- 
ing world, was about to depart from his 
home for Paris where he was to become 
a pupil of Delaroche, his pious old 
grandmother said to him, “I would 
rather see you dead than unfaithful to 
God's commands.” And when he was 
just. coming into his glory, as one of 
the greatest painters of his day, this 
same woman, whose influence made it- 
self felt in every picture he painted, 
reminded him, “Remember, son, that 
you were a Christian before you were a 
painter.” A Christian first! This is the 
advice that every child of God must 
heed: Whether we are business people 
or professional people, whether in the 
family, the factory, or the fieid, we 
must be Christians first—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by-Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Christian Comfort.—Then the devil 
leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 
and ministered unto him (Matt. 4:11). 
God ever has His ministering angels for 
His own in their hour of temptation, 


‘and sometimes they are found to be in 


the most unlikely places. A Christian 
woman fell into sin. She, was con- 
demned by other Christians in her 
church, but as she passed the door of a 
very humble believer who was con- 
cerned about this poor soul, a quiet 
voice said: “Won't you come in, dear 
Mrs. —? I’m just going to make a cup 
of tea. I’m longing to see you.” The 
wayward one turned in, and that after- 
noon through the miniStry of a godly 
woman who earns her living by clean- 
ing other people’s houses, the sinning 
oné found her way back to God, again, 
and ever since then has been an ex- 
ample of a true Christian. “Does Jesus 
care when I’ve tried and failed to resist 
Some temptation strong?” Yes, He 
Surely does. But, let each one of us 
Who bear His name see to it that we 
keep humbly in the place where He can 
use us to help our fellow Christian who 
falls in the hour of temptation.—Source 
unknown. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 
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A Work Among Gypsies 


(Continued from page 745) 


eession of water carriers passes by, 
with now and then a woman struggling 
along with her load of wood for the 
open-air fire on which she is going to 
prepare ihe meal. 

At the entrance to the camp are the 
shops. There must be about 2,500 to 
3,000 gypsies present and they mean 
business for the shopkeeper. I saw two 
meat shops, a vegetable shop, a fish 
shop, all under canvas, besides a gro- 
cery wagon and a place where loaves of 
bread were sold. Drinks could also be 
obtained, but I saw no wine on sale. 

-I went “around quite a lot to speak 
with the people and everywhere the re- 
ception was most cordial. Everyone 
was most ready to talk and testify to 
his new-found life in Christ Jesus. 
Many caravans carried Bible texts such 
as John 3:16; Romans 5:8; Matthew 11: 
28. One displayed, behind the wind- 
shield, the motto, “Christ is the Head 
of this house .. .” 

When I questioned them about their 
salvation, the answer ran _ generally 
along these lines: “I know Christ is my 
Saviour, He died for me. I have been 
baptized and now I am waiting for the 
gifts to be bestowed on me.” Few 
among them are literate. Three young 
girls and a boy of about twenty, with 
whom I had a conversation, told me that 
they could neither write nor read. 
They know a few verses by heart and, 
as most illiterates, have a good mem- 
ory. 

Many of the men showed in their 
dress the change that had come upon 
them, but not so the women. With most 
of them their hair hung unkempt upon 
their shoulders, their dresses had not 
been washed or ironed for years, their 
feet knew nothing of the discomfort of 
footwear nor of the benefits of water; 
but how sweet to hear them praise the 
Lord! I heard a group of young men 
having a heated discussion on sin! 

Yells and smells were always present 
in the air, but what an experience of 
the power of God to save! That alone 
made more than worth while the long 
four-hundred-mile journey to Rennes. 

This camp of the gypsies was set up 
this year around a famous American 
healer by the name of T. L. Osborn. 
This man, who got his vision from W. 
Branham, claims that since 1948 scores 
of deaf-mutes have been healed; miss- 
ing eardrums, lungs, ribs, kidneys, and 
other parts of the body that had been 
removed by the surgeon were restored. 
In one campaign at least 125 deaf-mutes 
and 90 totally blind were healed. 

I saw nothing of this kind. What I 
did see was a blind man, without eye- 
balls, standing up surrounded by a 
crowd eager to see a miracle and en- 
couraging the poor, tragic figure hold- 
ing his white cane aloft and waiting. 
Nothing happened. I saw a young 


couple and their child, a girl of about 
seven, who was unable to use her poor 
legs, walking their child around while 
Osborn was shouting: 


“Believe and 





(15) 755 









WANTED: Mature, consecrated Chrisflan woman 

with secretarial experience to work in office of inter- 

nationally known Mission, in Philadelphia area. Must 

be fast and accurate typist. Reply in own handwrit- 

ing, giving age, marital status, experience, and salary 

Sone S Room 600, S. S. Times Co., 325 N. 13th St, 
Phi 8. 3, Pa 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
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and the world-wide 
tension and unrest that 
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Timely!... Authoritative! 


Knowing the keen interest of its readers in Bible 
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article by Dr. T. Roland Philips entitled, **Loving 
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you are healed even if you seé no 
change. God wants you to act your 
faith; if you are lame, drop everything 
and walk; if you are deaf, throw away 
your hearing aid.” The mother and 
father of the girl each took their turn to 
act their faith upon her, but nothing 
happened. It was heartbreaking. 

Mr. Osborn speaks only on healing. 
Although he believes, according to his 
book, that healing is only for believers, 
he never mentioned it in my hearing. 
He alluded to it only in his prayer for 
healing. In his audience there must 
have been hundreds of unsaved people, 
but these were invited along with the 
others to believe and act upon their 
faith. 

I heard another evangelist; Cornwall, 
who is the manager of the campaign. 
He was in charge of the Bible hour and 
his message was one of the best Bible 
expositions of the way of salvation that 
I have ever heard. At the end an in- 
vitation' was given and, judging from 
the number of people who stood up and 
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As house parents at the school for the 
children of the missionaries of 


THE MEXICAN INDIAN MISSION 
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excellent location in the town of 
Necaxa, Puebla, Mexico. 
If interested please write to 
Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
325 N. 13th St. Phila. 7, Pa. 
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went forward, the Holy Spirit was at 
work. 

A few minutes after one meeting 
when the people had dispersed, an. ur- 
gent call was made over the camp loud- 
speaker for a nurse. A man had fallen 
sick and needed help. 

If Evangelist Osborn was there, I did 
not see him around the sick person. 


BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Titkes Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, -please include 5, per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Meditations in Mark. By August Van 
Ryn. (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., New York 
This is a companion volume to 
the author’s “Meditations in John,” and 
“Meditations in Luke.” Though not a 
verse-by-verse commentary, these pages 
provide, in their entirety, a complete 
survey of the contents of the Gospel ac- 
cording to Mark. The treatment of the 
Scriptural text is characterized by ob- 
servant analysis and apt application. 
«Devotional in spirit, these meditations 
will be helpful alike to lay readers and 
trained students of the Bible. After a 
review of the whole Gospel, in which 
each ehapter is noted consecutively, 
special comment is made in full on a 
variety of subjects in the author's 
unique way that brings to the reader a 
fresh aligning and comparison of verses 
and themes. The result is a refreshing 
and stimulating presentation of Gospel 
truth. 

Human Nature in Its Fourfold State. 
By Thomas Boston. (Sovereign Grace 
Book Club, Evansville 13, Ind., $4.95.) 
Thomas Boston, noted Scottish theolo- 





sheet 84x11 inches. 


$1.50 for 100; 
Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single 
There is ample white space on the reverse side for 
churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 
$6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. Order from The Sunday School Times 


Director, F.B.I. 


3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 











A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 

40 cents, postpaid. 
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By Philip E. Howard 
Formerly President of 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor-in-Chief of The Sunday School 
Times. Jt contains the entire message of 
“The Life That Wins,” which he wrote 
and, which has had a world-wide ministry. 
Seventy-one pages bound in attractive 
dark red cloth with gilt-lettering. 
Fifty cents, postpaid 
= > gf School Times Compan 
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gian of the seventeenth century and au- 
thor of a dozen volumes, is perhaps best 


known by this book. It is considered 
by many to be one of the best state- 
ments of the doctrine of Man, and is 
now available in this Teprint edition, 
The fourfold state of human nature is 
clearly and comprehensively set forth 
in terms of man’s state of innocence, 
then his state of depravity, followed by 
his state of grace, and climaxed by his 
state of glory. The nature of man’s sin, 
God’s righteousness and grace, the work 
of the Holy Spirit and of the Saviour in 
accomplishing the redemption of man, 
the final glorious destiny of the saved— 
these main lines of truth are closely 
scanned and skillfully traced in great 
detail. Readers of this volume will 
learn much, not only of the fourfold 
state of human nature, but also of the 
manifold attributes and acts of the 
Lord, and, because of the Biblical con- 
tent of these pages, gain clearer under- 
standing of the revealed Word of God 
from Genesis to Revelation. Such is the 
scope of a 250-year-old classic that de- 
serves as well as demands more than 
ordinary attention. 


52 Story Sermons. By Benjamin P. 
Browne. (Judson Press, Philadelphia 
3; $2.50.) “I could weep,” declared a 
visiting British pastor, “to see how chil- 
dren ‘are ignored in your American 
worship services.” To avoid such trag- 
edy, Dr. Browne here relates one story 
sermon for each Sunday in the year, 
choosing those that teach appreciation 
for work, confession and forgiveness, 
good cheer, temperance, prayer, church 
loyalty, courage, gratitude, and the like. 
One wishes the list might have included 
something more definite about salvation 
through Christ. There are stories of 
hymns, of missionary life, and a few 
that have to do with our former Presi- 
dents. All are exceptionally well told. 
Preceding the narratives are brief talks 
with the teacher regarding Junior 
worship services, their choir, singing, 
prayers, and correlation with the Sun- 
day school. In telling the stories, the 
author insists that all application, moral 
or religious, be avoided, but he freely 
admits that teachers of note disagree. 
One valuable chapter shows how to 
create one’s own stories along with ap- 
propriate object lessons. There are also 
a number of sermon illustrations geared 
to children’s understanding, and two 
pages of hymn titles for this purpose. 
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A Sunday School Convention 
in Philadelphia 


LIMAXING the year of activities, 

the Philadelphia Area Sunday 
School Association held a_ successful 
workers’ conference at Keswick, New 
Jersey, last June. 

According to Matthew E. Welde, pres- 
ident, three hundred were in attendance 
at this 11th annual week-end conference. 
Mr. Welde said it was one of the most 
stimulating and spiritually profitable 
conferences. 
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He also announced to the representa- 
tives from five states the program pre- 
pared for the 13th Annual Philadelphia 
Area Sunday School Convention. The 
convention will meet at Bethany Tem- 
ple Presbyterian Church, Fifty-third 
and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia, open- 
ing with a luncheon for pastors on 
Friday, November 7. -At the afternoon 
and evening sessions on Friday and 
all-day sessions on Saturday there will 
be such speakers as the Rev. Dean 
Dalton of Glendale, Calif, the Rev. 
David Allen of Detroit, and other out- 
standing Sunday-school leaders from 
various parts of the country. 

Eighteen departmental conferences, 
sixteen workshops, and various panels 
and demonstrations will offer a wide 
and diversified program to the dele- 
gates. 
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Children at Home 


Billy Learns Obedience 
, P Founded on fact 
By Sara Shields 


S BILLY ORR passed Mr. Woods’ 
grocery store on his ‘way back to 
school after lunch, the grocer called to 
him, “Oh, Billy, would you like to de- 
liver some bills for me after school?” 
“Yes, I would, sir,” answered Billy. 
“That’s fine. I'll look for you at four 
o'clock,” said Mr. Woods. 

Billy liked Mr. Woods. He was a 
Christian man and the superintendent 
of the Sunday school Billy attended, 
and he had been a true friend to the 
boy and his mother ever since Billy’s 
father died. 

Mrs. Orr supported herself and her 
son by working as a bookkeeper in the 
firm where her husband had been em- 
ployed. She was a bit worried about 
Billy: he had formed a friendship with 
a boy named Eddie who had been in 
trouble with the police. Billy’s mother 
had forbidden him to play with Eddie, 
and the boy promised her he would 
obey. 

On his way home from school Billy 
called at Mr. Woods’ store and got the 
handbills to deliver. 

“It will take you about an hour, 
Billy,” said the grocer. “Be sure to put 
the bills in the letter boxes. , Don’t throw 
them on the porches; it' annoys the 
housewives, .and also it litters the 
Streets.” And Mr. Woods gave Billy a 
quarter as payment. 

“Thank you, sir,” he said. “I'll put 
this twenty-five cents in my bank. I’m 
Saving up to buy a bicycle.” : 

As Billy started down the street to 
deliver the bills, he met Eddie, who 
said, “Coming over to the park to play 
baseball, Billy?” 

“IT can’t,” was the reply, “I’m deliver- 
ing these handbills for Mr. Woods.” 

“How much did he pay you?” asked 
Eddie. . 
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“A quarter,” was the reply. 

“Huh, that’s nothing; but anyway it 
won't hurt just to come along to the 
park for a little while—or maybe you're 
scared of your mother and Mr. Woods,” 
said Eddie. 

Billy thought for a moment. He had 
promised his mother he wouldn't chum 
with Eddie, and also he had promised 
Mr. Woods to do the work right; so, 
while Billy knew it was wrong to go, 
yet he listened to Eddie, the boy his 
mother had forbidden him to play with. 
He promised himself he would stay for 

_only a little while. He didn’t want 
Eddie to think he was a “sissy.” 

Billy put the handbills down, with a 
stone on top of them, but one of the 
ball players, in running past, kicked 
the stone, and the wind blew the bills 
in every direction. Now Billy was in 
trouble, and didn’t know what to do. 

“Aw, you should worry about the old 
bills,” said Eddie. 

“But my mother will be angry, and 
what shall I tell Mr. Woods?” said 
Billy. 

Just then one of the bills blew past, 
and, catching it, Eddie said, “Here, put 
this one in a door, and you can say you 
delivered some of them anyway.” 

“But that’s telling lies,” Billy said. 

“Oh, everybody tells lies,” replied 
Eddie. 

“My mother doesn’t; neither does Mr. 
Woods. I shouldn’t have -listened to 
you, today, Eddie. I knew it was wrong 
to come here.” 

Billy felt very miserable and very 
ashamed. 

“Oh, if only J had obeyed my mother!” 
he thought to himself. “The only thing 
to do now is to tell Mr. Woods the truth, 
and to think he’s the Sunday school 
superintendent, too! I'll feel awful on 
Sunday when Mr. Woods looks at me,” 
he told himself. ‘ 

Just then Billy remembered that 
Someone else was looking at him. - He 
felt silly, but somehow he couldn’t keep 
the tears back. 

He told Mr. Woods the truth, and the 
good man said, “Billy, the other day 
you told me you were going to do all 
you could to help your mother, didn’t 
you?” 

“Yes, sir,” answered the boy. s 

“Well, Billy,” said Mr. Woods, “Long 
ago, a man of God said, ‘To obey is 
better than sacrifice.’ I learned that, 
Billy, for the first time, when I was 
about your age. You said you felt that 
Someone was looking right into your 
heart, didn’t you?” 

“Yes, I did feel it, sir. I believe it was 
Jesus.” 

“Well, Billy, I think He is saying to 
you, ‘Give Me your heart, Billy,’ and 
if you do that, you can learn true obe- 
dience.” 

Billy accepted Christ as his personal 
Saviour, much to his mother’s joy, and 
he manfully worked every day after 
school to pay Mr. Woods for the hand- 
bills. Then one day the good man 
asked Billy to be his regular delivery 
boy, and he bought him a bicycle, and 
allowed him to pay for it out of his 
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itual life. 


For 40 years the author, a minister 
of the Church of England, was a 
leading speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick Con- 
vention. 

This book has been regarded as the 
Convention’s textbook, said Mr. Fred 


Mitchell, its former chairman. 


Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
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wages. The boy took pride in doing 
his work well, and the courteous service 
he gave the customers brought added 
trade to Mr. Woods. ‘ 

Billy’s mother was very thankful that 
her son was growing to be a fine Chris- 
tian lad. And Billy found it to be just 
as Mr. Woods had said: he learned true 
obedience as he’ sought to serve the 
Lord. 

TorONTO, CAN. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 26 


Love—a More Excellent Way 
(John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-21) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


E HAVE seen as we have con- 
sidered some recent topics that 
when man, even with the best of in- 
tentions, sets out to improve this world, 
he does not get very far. He finds that 
he is in a situation very much like the 
person who conceived the idea of teach- 
ing a lion and a lamb to live together. 
When asked how his experiment was 
coming along, he replied, “Just fine! 
Just fine! The only difficulty is that 
every once in a while I have to get a 
new lamb.” 
be 
Because the heart of unregenerate 
man is desperately wicked, dictators 
and demagogues have little difficulty 
in stirring up a following and upsetting 
the nicely laid plans that man makes 
for world peace and betterment, and 
before very long, otherwise peaceful 
nations are involved in war for self- 
preservation or for the defense of help- 
less peoples. 
wg 
However, God has not been unmind- 
ful of the sorrow and suffering and 
woe that have come upon the world 
because of man’s stubbornness and sin 
and rebellion. His remedy is infinitely 
better than any that man could devise. 
God looked upon man with an infinite 
love that moved Him to give the most 
precious thing He had, His own Son, in 
order that all who would believe on 
Him and receive Him might have un- 
ending life (John 3:16). With the love 
gift of His Son, who willingly and 
gladly, in obedience to the Father’s will, 
went to the cross and died for all man- 
kind who were dead in trespasses and 
sin (2 Cor. 5:14, 15), God also gives us 
a new pature. “Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature [crea- 
tion]: all things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17). 
ye 
For the first time, then, man is not 
only able to love his fellow man truly 
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and genuinely, but is given the power to 
do something about showing that love 
(1 John 4:7-21). That something is to 
go into all the world and, in dbedience 
to Christ’s command, to preach the 
Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15); 
“teaching them to observe all things” 
that Christ has commanded (Matt 28: 
2). This is love’s more excellent way 
of ministering to this old world’s 
heeds, for it brings to the suffering, dis- 
heartened, and underprivileged people 
far more than physical or economic re- 
lief. It brings peace and joy and sat- 
isfaction, and freedom from bondage, 
sin, and fear. 
ve 

But let us not suppose that all who 
hear the Gospel message will joyfully 
accept God’s Son and receive Him into 
their hearts. We know that this is true 
in our own land, for all who have heard 
of the saving power of Christ have not 
accepted it, but have turned away be- 
Cause they love darkness rather than 
light. Just so, this world will not be 
transformed into a paradise on earth 
through the preaching of the Gospel. 
Until the Lord Jesus Christ returns to 
set up His righteous millennial king- 
dom, there will always be willful and 
disobedient and unregenerate men who 
will “not have this man to reign over” 
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them (Luke 19:14). Our responsibility, 
if we love the Lord Jesus and desire 
to serve Him, is to see that every person 
on this earth has an opportunity to hear 
the Gospel message. What they do 
about what they have heard is their 
responsibility. 
Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 


Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp of life deny? 


Salvation! O salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
"Til earth’s remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah’s name. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Duily Bible Readings 
Lessons, issued 
Sunday School 


October 20 to 26 


Mon., Oct. 20.—Matt. 4:1-4. 
Not by Bread Alone. 
Prayer SucGcesTions: “Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” This divine decree is a must for 
every person in this world. It is more 
necessary to hear, receive, and obey 
the Word of God than to have daily 
bread. The soul is more important than 
the body which is its tabernacle. Heav- 
enly food is more. necessary than 
that which feeds the perishable body. 
Christ is the “bread which came down 
from heaven.” Feed on Christ daily. 
Pray that your days may be so ordered 
that Christ may have opportunity to 

speak to. you from His Word. 


Tues., Oct. 21.—Matt. 4:5-7. 
You Shall Not Tempt God. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.” It is sinful 
and dangerous to try to persuade God 
to come to your way of thinking and 
acting while you continue in folly and 
sin. It is wrong to tempt the Lord to 
bless us when we are doing what He 
forbids in His Word. Promises of bless- 
ing with conditions attached to them 
must be observed carefully if we want 
the favor of God. When Satan thus 
tempted Christ, He answered, “It is 
written again.” Pray to be saved from 
presumptuous sins, lest you fall into 
great transgression. 


Wed., Oct. 22.—Matt. 4:8-11. 
Ged Alone Is Lord. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.” This was the Lord’s 
answer to the final temptation of the 
Devil. It was the rock upon which He 
defeated the great Adversary. Divine 
truth is our only safe foundation in 
temptations. On a “thus saith the Lord” 
you may triumph over all the arts of 
the Devil. Use “the sword of the Spirit” 
without it and you will fail in the hour 
of temptation. Is God Lord to you? 
Does His Word give you your rule of 
life? Do you think, move, and act 
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It’s being done by hundreds of Christian 
men and women with a vision—and you, 
too, can increase your income quickly in 
a most dignified way. NO COMPETITION~ 
and you can work in your own commu- 
nity if you wish. 

Plan endorsed and highly respected by 
Christian leaders in all Protestant de- 
nominations. Full-time workers make up 
to $10,000 a year, and more. 

A wonderful opportunity for men and 
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first letter present occupation, church 
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many ministries of Moody 
Bible Institute in which 
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every time 
my Moody Annuity 


check arrives!” 


XQ 


) 
“My heart is thrilled each 
time the postman brings 
my annuity check,” says Mrs. S., 
“because I’m reminded again of my 
partnership with Moody Bible Institute 
..- dedicated to the most important 
business in the world—God’s business— 
WINNING SOULS!” 
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through the printed word, films, daily 
broadcasts and other varied ministries of 
Moody Bible Institute. 
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“according to the scriptures’? Pray 
that your life may be always “accord. 
ing to the scriptures.” 


Thurs., Oct. 23.—Heb. 2:14-18. 
Like Us in Every Respect. 
Prayer Succestions: “He took not on 
him the nature of angels; but he took 
on him the seed of Abraham.” The 
Lord of angels and men emptied Him- 
self of all the externals of His divinity 
when He came into this world in the 
form of man to be our Redeemer, Say- 
iour, and Lord. Clothed with our na- 
ture, He suffered and served the will 
of the Father in all things, even tasting 
death for every man. The mystery, 
marvel, and amazement of His incar- 
nation for the purposes of our eternal 
salvation always shall be the supreme, 
eternal wonder. Pray to be ever mind- 
ful of saving grace. 


Fri.; Oct. 24.—Heb. 4:14-16. 
Tempted As We Are. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ... in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin.” Though sinless in all His life 
in this world, yet Christ can sympathize 
with us poor sinners. Clothed with our 
nature, He knows the weakness of our 
mortality and feels for us in our temp- 
tations, trials, and difficulties. He is 
our victory over our Adversary whom 
He overcame. Pray that your faith in 
Him and in His might may be very 
strong in this time of “great human 

weakness and waywardness. 


Sat., Oct. 25.—Heb. 5:7-10. 
He Learned Obedience. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Though he were 
a Son, yet learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered.” Our Lord 
in His life in this world “suffered in the 
flesh.” He tasted death for every man. 
Amazing love and pity! He who came 
to live here in the flesh passed through 
all our efflictions and surpassed glori- 
ously and triumphantly all that mortals 
experience in this world. He left a 
cross for us, and a blessing, too, if we 
walk in His footsteps through this 
world. You, too, can learn obedience 
through suffering, if your suffering is 
for the sake of righteousness, con- 
science, and Christ. Pray for Ben 
Lippen School, Asheville, N. C. 


Sun., Oct. 26.—Heb. 2:5-9. 
Crowned With Glory. 


PRAYER Succestions: “But we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour.” The 
head that once was crowned with 
thorns, and that bowed in death on 4 
cross for our sins, is now crowned with 
glory and honor supreme and everlast- 
ing. He who suffered thus for our sins 
has entered into glory greater than 
even that which He laid aside for the 
mystery and ministry of His incarna- 
tion for our salvation. “To the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen” (Jude 25). Pray 
for Hampden Dubose Academy, Zell- 
roood, Fla. 

























































